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“Take every thought captive to obey Christ”— 
2 Cor. 10:5. : 


For many of us life is agitated and activistic— 
there is so little time that the rush of activities 
makes our life complicated. The seasons of social 
existence seem to be one hurricane after the other. 
It would seem one has hardly time to pick up after 
one event before he is in the midst of another. 

My grandfather’s life was more deliberate. His 
machine shed was an intricate puzzle of efficient 
machine storing. Even up until his oldest years 
he was able each year to store his farm machinery 
in what seemed a little shed—machinery that was 
clumsy and odd-shaped—with as little waste of 
space as any man I’ve seen. 

As a younger, stronger person my impulses led 
me to lay hold of the piece of machinery and thrust 
and shove, his remark would be ‘Patience, Jackie 
boy, don’t waste your effort, stop and think a bit 
and you can see how easily it can be done,” and 
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then with leverage and a pry there, the piece 
would slip into place. 


The lesson of the machine shed applies equally 
well to working with our fellowmen—thinking be- 
fore we-act or speak, giving time for response 
maintains and builds Christian fellowship and ef- 
fective churchmanship. Forethought and patience 
will bring ideals into expression and human en- 
counter into lasting and edifying relationships. 


But the real question is, ““How does one regain 
control of his supercharged hypertension self in 
this day?’ Perhaps the words of another day, 
written to some Christians, will give us a clue. A 
portion of those words said, “Take every thought 
captive to obey Christ.” If the Christian can dis- 
tinguish between those actions which are his 
impulsive attempts to keep up with his fellowmen, 
and which of his actions should be maintained to 
obey Christ, it is conceivable that singleness of pur- 
pose in the service of Christ will even make life 
simple, worthwhile and effective. 


The Christmas season into which the commercial 
world has already been for many weeks is one of 
these periods when Christians try to kill them- 
selves each year in agitated activity. It is a large 
question as to whether this is done in order to 
obey Christ. 


Maybe Christ does not want us to engage in mass 
mailing of Christmas cards. A few more personal 
notes throughout the year would better. 

Maybe it isn’t necessary to go into a rash of 
Christmas shopping—better a few symbolic tokens 
of love with checks made out to worthy causes to 
meet the real needs of countless millions, simply 
being placed on a family worship center. 


Maybe a simple worship service, singing praises 
to God and giving prayers of thanksgiving for his 
Son, is sufficient, and maybe so many parties are 
not necessary. A little honest thought about 
Christmas may return the event and us back 
to sanity, and to a condition where our thoughts 
are captive in the obedience of Christ. 


O God, as I add to and subtract from my 
Christmas card list, help me to remember Mary, 
the little lady of Palestine, as she prepared with 
great expectancy for the birth of Thy Son. As 
I make out my gift shopping list, help me to 
remember the gifts of living life and graceful 
salvation, revealed to us in the life of the one 
who was born in a manger. As I go from office 
party, to club party, to church party, help me to 
remember the gathering of the lowly shepherds 
around the cradle to worship. As the dynamics 
of electronics move through loudspeakers a 
mixture of songs and jingles and carols and ad- 
vertisements, help me to remember the voices of 
angels praising Thee on a clear, cool night, 
quietly breaking through the stillness. Break 
me loose, O God, from my agitated existence and 
during this Christmas season, make my every 
thought captive to obey Christ—AMEN. 
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OT without reason do we 
= to the Bible as the Good 
Book. I want simply to count 
some of the blessings it has 
bestowed—and that a wider read- 
ing of it could bestow—upon our 
language and speech. Of course, 
when I speak from this point of 
view, J speak of the Bible best 
known and loved in the English 
tradition: the King James Ver- 
sion. 

It was, as we know, the work 
of 54 men, not all of them saints 
by any means. In a day when 
flip remarks are made about con- 
ferences, and when a committee 
has been described as a group 
of the unfit chosen from the un- 
willing to do the unnecessary, it 
is interesting to recall that both 
the King James Version of the 
Bible and the Constitution of the 
United States of America came 
out of conferences. They rep- 
resented group effort. And it 
was 54 scholars (of whom 47 
have been identified) who gath- 
ered, after an historic meeting 
with James I at Hampton Court 
Palace, Monday, Jan. 16, 1604, to 
begin the version of the Bible 
later to bear his name. 

What can account for a version 
of such staying power and un- 
ending appeal to all sorts and 
conditions of men? It must have 
arisen in part from being the 





This article is published this week 
in observance of Universal Bible 
Sunday and the 350th anniversary 
of the King James Version of the 
Bible. This was an address de- 
livered by the author at a luncheon 
held in connection with the annual 
meeting of the American Bible So- 
ciety earlier this year. 
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The King James Version 
- A Powerful Literary Masterpiece 


THE GOOD BOOK 


by Charles W. Ferguson 


work not of one man but of 
many. 

The labor consumed _ three 
years. When it was done, finally 
editing the result took nine 
wearisome months. As a writer 
I have witnessed the wonders 
worked on my copy by the skilled 
use of the scalpel; as an editor, 
I have watched the best of my 
associates give a piece of copy 
the final fastidious touch that 
makes the difference between al- 
most good and good. Editing 
must also be counted one of the 
factors that made this Bible a 
thing of beauty forever to those 
who love its language. 

Now, it is the use of this Bible 
as a means to aid us in loving 
the language that I want to 
stress. What we need amid the 
rat-a-tat-tat haste and Coney 
Island carelessness of American 
speech is to be reminded of the 
majesty and music of the lan- 
guage we have inherited. 

What can this Book teach us 
about daily speech? It can teach 
us to draw and paint with words, 
to think and talk in pictures, such 
as: “If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea; even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right hand hold me” (Psalm 
139:9-10); or: ‘And a man shall 
be as an hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the 
tempest; as rivers of water in a 
dry place, as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land” 
(Isaiah 32:2). Thus the Bible 
etches pictures of truth on the 
mind. 
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Indeed, the Bible breathes with 
rhythm and melody. Let us 
think of the Bible next as a hand- 
book of composition and rhetoric. 
Take its verbs; they stand out. 
Every writer worth his salt 
knows that verbs make or break- 
a piece of prose. Strong sen- 
tences pivot on a verb, and for a 
lesson in verbs there is no better 
place to go than to the Bible: 
“Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king’s 
meat...’ (Daniel 1:8). 

Then again: “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handy- 
work. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge” (Ps. 19:1). 

And what you feel as you read 
the First Psalm is the power of 
the verbs: “Blessed is the man 
that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth 
in the seat of the scornful’ 
(Psalm 1:1). What the righteous 
man does not do leaps out at you 
in the verbs. 

One reason, surely, that the 
Bible speaks so ably through its 
verbs is that the translators 
showed such care and concern in 
searching for them. It is said 
that Flaubert would sweat for 
hours in search of the exact 
word. This love of precision 
must have moved the men who 
made the King James Version. 
It is as if they had commenced 
their work with, and kept in 
mind constantly, the eleventh 


verse of the twenty-fifth chapter 
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of Proverbs: “A _ word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in 
pictures of silver.” 

Time and time again you can 
see how those long years of 
translating and editing were 
spent. They were spent in quest 
of the right word. 

The piercing quality of the 
right word seems to me beauti- 
fully illustrated by combinirg 
two verses in the fourth chapter 
of First John: “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us. .. . Herein is our love 
made perfect, that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment’ 
(1 John 4:10,.17). Where could 
one find a better word than bold- 
ness to describe a man reassured 
and strengthened, for all his 
failures and unworthiness, by the 
love of God? 

I refer now as a Digest editor 
with respect to, and respect for, 
another use the Bible can serve: 
it can teach us conciseness. I 
must allow, of course, that the 
men who made this great trans- 
lation did not make the Bible, 
but brought out through words 
well chosen the depth of its 
meaning. I know of no passage 
where so much truth is crammed 
into small space as in two verses 
that adorn the thirtieth chapter 
of Isaiah: ‘For thus saith the 
Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; 
In returning and rest shall ye be 
saved; in quietness and in con- 
fidence shall be your strength: 
and ye would not. But ye said, 
No; for we will flee upon horses; 
therefore shall ye flee: and, 
We will ride upon the swift; 
therefore shall they that pursue 
you be swift” (Isaiah 30:15-16). 

These words were composed 
around 700 B.c. by a prophet who 
gave us a great bulk of the his- 
tory of his race up to then. 
Change horses to missiles and 
you’ve got headlines of today. 
You can read this passage in 30 
seconds and you can think about 
it for 30 years. Here is the God- 
idea; here is the man-idea—side 
by side in less than a hundred 
words, with the imagery and 
cadence of the Good Book thrown 
in for good measure. 

The Bible is the Book you often 
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find at hand—in home and in 
hotel rooms. Its presence in our 
memories and experience, and its 
physical presence near us daily, 
marks it as the most ready 
remedy for our ailing speech. 

I hope that the American Bible 
Society’s celebration of the 350th 
anniversary of the printed Bible 
will be more than formal. I hope 
it can lead to a new reading of it, 
a reading with new eyes and 
ears, leading us to see it as the 
best and most natural link with 
the past that is part of us. 

If I were asked to direct a 
campaign in this celebration, I 
should try not only to get it read 
but also to get it read aloud 
more. I should get the recording 
of Charles Laughton reading the 
Bible into every Sunday school 
and into the hands of every Sun- 
day school teacher. Let children 
learn what the Bible really 
sounds like when every syllable 
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is plainly spoken. Whatever the 
method, let us read the Bible 
aloud, privately and _ publicly. 
We think with words, nor was 
there a time when we needed 
more to think clearly. The use 
of language with precision may 
turn out to be vital to our sur- 
vival in a complex world. 

Language, being a living thing, 
is bound to change. But in the 
case of the English language the 
heart of it remains in much of 
our literature and in the Bible 
familiar to our people. The Eng- 
lish language forms the main link 
that joins us with our past and 
helps enlarge for us the con- 
tinuity of human experience. 

The Good Book, then, is a 
priceless part of the American 
heritage. This heritage is ours 
to cherish, and it behooves, there- 
fore, every one of us to heed the 
Bible—the Word of God in the 
words of men. 


THY 
WORD 


Thy word, O Lord, my comfort is, 


Love’s beacon ever bright, 


Redemption’s story fully told, 
My joy, my guide, my light. 


Its precepts in my heart are hid, 
To follow brings release 


From worldly cares. 


It sets me free, 


Its promises bring peace. 


Oh, give me, Lord, a trusting heart, 
Obedience to Thy will 

That I may claim Thy promises. 
Thy plans in me fulfill. 


No paean sung by moral tongue 

Tells Love’s great gift to me 

As does Thy word, my God and King, 
Guide to Eternity. 


by Halcyon M. Thomas 
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Editorial Concapondence 





KowLoon, Hone Konc—Being a tourist has ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. Last week, I wrote 
from Okinawa about Japan and now I find myself 
writing about Okinawa while sitting in the Pen- 
insula Hotel in Kowloon. 

While you are reading this it is a month later 
and I should be on my way home from New Delhi 
and the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches has ended. Some of my impressions will 
simply have to wait for 1962, if they get printed 
at all. 

Now for some impressions of Okinawa. Have 
you ever thought how you would keep the evil 
spirits out of your house—if you believed in evil 
spirits? The Okinawans build a ferocious-looking 
animal right into the tile roof and he frightens 
everything away. He may be a lion or dog but 
more often than not he seems to be dreamed up 
from the unknown world himself. 


No one could give me a Satisfactory answer as 
to why there are no animals on the more primitive, 
straw roofs. One said that if you were that poor 
the evil spirits wouldn’t want you. 

Okinawa is more than an atoll to stand on, as 
I had imagined. It is roughly 65 miles long and 
averages ten miles in width. Although Naha is 
the largest city, Koza and Shuri have several 
thousands each, and there must be two-score 
villages, or more. Then there is the military. 
The U.S. Army, Air Corps, Marines and Navy are 
all there and the installations look quite perma- 
nent. 

The spirit between the civil and the military 
is as good as or better than I have observed it in 
some places in the United States. Probably the 
Okinawa civilian has a little more appreciation 
of the place of the military in today’s world than 
the American. 

It was a pleasure to have dinner with Chaplain 
(Lt. Col.) E. M. Brimberry at the Kadena Air 
Force officers’ club. (We both got our start at 
Johnson Bible College.) He and his sixteen air 
force chaplains, and similar groups in the other 
services, care for the religious life of our men 
and their families. 

In case you ever imagined that life in the islands 
would be a welcome relief, I remind you that on 
the evening in question, Mrs. Brimberry rushed 
home from one school to pick up her sixth-grade 
daughter and attend P.T.A. open house, and had 
no dinner at all, so far as I know. 

The reason I went to Okinawa was to see Miss 
Itoko Maeda, a Japanese missionary, working un- 
der our United Christian Missionary Society as a 
member of the Interboard Committee team. It 
was my pleasure to preach her ordination sermon 
at Downey Avenue Church in Indianapolis, follow- 
ing her study at The College of the Bible. 
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Well, I saw Miss Maeda, and through her 
extreme kindness and efforts, I met some of her 
co-workers and got a good glimpse of what Jesus 
Christ is doing for the Okinawans through them. 

‘ Although the language of Okinawa is Japanese 
and some of the surface culture reflects a century 
of Japanese rule, the religion shows little or no 
Shinto and Buddhist influence. It is really a 
primitive animism (as witnessed by the roof ani- 
mals, for example), tinged with the ancient Con- 
fucianism of China. The most important question 
a prospective bride’s parents have of the groom is, 
“Does your family have a tomb?” It is partly a 
religious feeling and partly social pride that wants 
to insure a place with the ancestors. 

Bernard Jean Bettelheim, a Hungarian Jewish 
convert, brought Christianity to Okinawa in 1846, 
but he was chased away in 1854. H. B. Schwartz, 
a Methodist missionary there from 1906 to 1910, 
made a better beginning. 

Today Leeds Gulick heads the Interboard Com- 
mittee in a mest effective and personal way. I 
was impressed with all the missionaries I met: 
Gordon A. Christensen, Mrs. Gulick, Randy 
Thrasher, and Miss Filomena Natividad from The 
Methodist Church in the Philippines. Miss Maeda 
has an able group of teachers with her in the 
Okinawa Christian Institute, including Choso 
Nakazato, principal, Mr. Kinjo, dean, and Mr. 
Matsuda, Bible teacher. 

The churches of the United Church of Christ 
in Okinawa are made up of dedicated Christians. 
Each group is small and there are many noticeable 
differences, even to a foreigner. The Shuri church 
is largely from the professional classes, including 
faculty and students from the nearby University 
of the Ryukyus. The Itomen church, in contrast, 
is in a fishing village where Portuguese sailors 
left their influence generations ago. 

I was delightfully surprised to see the name 
of an old Eureka College roommate, Chaplain 
(Major) Ellis R. Veatch, on the dedication stone. 
He and his outfit were largely responsible for 
building the church, while they were there. Takeo 
Alagagi is the able minister, and I hope he gets 
his wish and can study in the United States next 
year. 

The newest building is the Jochi Church, in 
Koza. Its modern roof is the talk of the town, 
and $1,000 of our Capital for Kingdom Building is 
in it. Altogether the United Church has nineteen 
churches, twenty-three preaching points and about 
1,500 members. There are also Baptists, Holiness 
and two independent Disciple groups there. As 
Mr. Christensen pointed out, the Japanese 
Buddhists recently erected an $87,000 temple and 
are in the missionary business. I hope to see a 
cooperative Christian evangelistic effort that will 
win Okinawa for Christ. 
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HOME SERVICE - 


New NBA Program 


First to Receive Such Aid Is St. Louis Widow of a Minister, Annie B. Green 


by J. Edward Moseley sss 


N ADDITION to providing care for aging persons 

in its homes, The National Benevolent Associa- 
tion of the Christian Churches is now assisting 
older Negro Disciples through a home-service 
program. 


The first to receive such aid is Mrs. Annie B. 
Green, a minister’s widow, of St. Louis, Missouri. 
She resides in the familiar setting of her own 
home among friends of many years. She prefers 
to do this even though several NBA homes for the 
aging consider admission applications from any 
Disciple, with actual need being the only qualifica- 
tion. 


Mrs. Green suffered a stroke of paralysis earlier 
this year. Since then friends and members of the 
Christian action and community service committee 
of the Centennial Christian Church, where she is 
a member, take turns looking after her. 


Other Negroes who are receiving some financial 
assistance to help them with minimum living ex- 
penses are Mrs. Retta Logan of St. Louis, Mrs. 
Leo Smith Bottoms of Indianapolis, and Mrs. Mary 
H, Ratten of Okmulgee, Oklahoma. 


Funds for such assistance were raised during 
the Disciples’ Crusade for a Christian World after 
World War II. These monies were insufficient to 
establish a home for Negro children and/or 
older people so they have been held in trust by the 
NBA. The interest earnings have been added to 
the principal and on December 31, 1960, the total of 
the fund was $74,023.83. 


Members of a committee, representing the NBA 
and the National Christian Missionary Convention, 
have agreed that these funds could be used by the 
NBA to aid indigent older people and children. 
Thus the funds which were raised for benevolence 
in behalf of Negro Disciples are now helping to 


A free lance writer, Mr. Moseley is well known 
among Disciples and leaders of agencies serving the 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). He and Mrs. 
(Louise) Moseley live in Indianapolis. 
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initiate a needed home-service program for aging 
Disciples who are in need. This program is ex- 
pected ultimately to require casework supervision 
and foster home care. 

Monthly grants have been made to Mrs. Green 
since her application for assistance was approved 
by the NBA executive committee on June 27, 1960. 

Her house which she owns includes a rented 
apartment. This property prevents her from re- 
ceiving old-age assistance, but she does get Social 
Security payments. Nevertheless, her income was 
not adequate to meet her minimum needs when 
she talked with her minister at that time, William 
K. Fox, about what she should do. 

“It takes every cent I can get, even now,” she 
said in an interview, “to buy food. Then, be- 
cause of diabetes, I have heavy medical bills.” 
It takes two tons of coal, at a cost of $35.00 a 
month to heat her home. 

Since the death of her husband in 1954, Mrs. 
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—NBA Photo by J. Eric Carlson 


Mrs. Annie B. Green visits in the living-room of her 
home with William K. Fox, her former minister at the 
Centennial Christian Church in St. Louis. 
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—NBA Photo by J. Eric Carlson 
A SOCIAL WELFARE COMMITTEE of Centennial Chris- 
tian Church, St. Louis, keeps in close touch with Mrs. 
Annie B. Green and other aging persons in the con- 
gregation. From left are: Mrs. Dorothy Womack, 
Finis Simms and Mrs. Lillian Gladney, members of the 
committee. Other members are Mrs. Aretha Bush and 
Mrs. Dolores Longley. 





Green has lived alone in the apartment at 4963A 
Garfield in St. Louis. A diabetic for twenty-nine 
years, she has managed her own housework and 
marketing. Even now, she goes downstairs to 
answer her doorbell. 


Mrs. Green has resided in St. Louis since 1925 
when she moved there with her husband and chil- 
dren from Kentucky. He was pastor of the Cen- 
tennial Christian Church for two years. From 
1927 until his retirement in 1952, he taught Latin 
at Sumner High School. 


Annie Cecilia Butcher was born on December 
9, 1880, at Crab Orchard, Lincoln County, Ken- 
tucky. She had two brothers and two sisters. She 
studied two years at Berea College, as did her two 
sisters, until it was closed to Negroes. She then 
enrolled at Knoxville College, a Presbyterian 
school, in Tennessee, and finally received a B.A. 
degree from St. Louis University. 


Married to J. J. Green in 1909, while at Berea, 
she became the mother of a son, who died in in- 
fancy, and two daughters. All of her children 
were born in Lexington, Kentucky, and all are now 
dead. 


Mr. Green was graduated from Fisk University, 
Nashville, Tennessee, with a B.A. degree. He was 
minister of the Crab Orchard Christian Church, 
and later served a congregation at Winchester, 
Kentucky. 

An elementary school teacher in Lincoln County, 
Kentucky, for twenty years, Mrs. Green was paid 
$30 a month during a five-month academic year. 
She also did laundry at Crab Orchard Springs. 

White Christians helped to organize the church 
for Negro Disciples at Crab Orchard. A Christian 
since the age of nine, Mrs. Green was baptized 
there by Elder T. S. Wilson, of Mt. Vernon, Ken- 
tucky. Across the busy years, she has taught Sun- 
day school, served as cradle roll superintendent, 
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organist, and as president of the women’s mis- 
sionary society. 

She considers hearing sermons by Preston Tay- 
lor, the Disciples’ outstanding Negro leader, one 
of the greatest privileges of her life. She often 
heard him preach at the Lea Avenue Christian 
Church in Nashville. He dined occasionally in the 
Green home. 

Until her recent illness, Mrs. Green was a faith- 
ful attendant at services of Centennial Church. 
Her favorite hymn is, “Jesus Calls Us O’er the 
Tumult,” which she first heard in St. Louis. 

She encouraged two young men to become min- 
isters—George A. Frazier, now a school principal 
and minister at Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, and the 
late William Martin, of Fulton, Missouri. 

The basic needs of older people are: (1) love and 
understanding; (2) economic security; (3) food, 
shelter, and clothing; and (4) medical and nursing 
care. Only one-third of those who are sixty-five 
year of age or more have sufficient income to care 
for themselves. Two out of every three persons in 
this age group receive less than $1,000 annually. 

Mrs. Green has been one of those persons with- 
out enough income to meet her needs. She has, 
however, kept close to the church which has pro- 
vided spiritual nourishment for nearly seventy-five 
years. Her church, through the NBA, is helping 
her now by providing aid to meet her daily neces- 
sities. In turn, she has written a will and what- 


ever property she leaves after her death will go to 
the church. 


The 
Divine 
Design 

by Carlton C. Buck 


For aeons man has been at war with man. 

‘Am | my brother's keeper?” he complains, 

And feebly then invents a human plan 

To free his conscience of its guilty stains. 

Had man designed it all before it was 

The Christmas that we know could not have been; 
The glorious plan of God incarnate does 

Not fit the thinking of the mind of men. 


But God in love designed to cancel sin, 

And made a Christmas all the world to bless: 

A peasant pair, a star, a crowded inn, 

Some manger hay and a virgin’s sweet caress. 

The Child was born to fit a plan divine, 

The peace that Christmas brings is God's design. 
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Carols and Caroling, 
Anthems and @ratorios 
Are a Rich Tradition 


Che 
Music 
nt 


Christmas 


N 1868 a Philadelphia Sunday 
| school class was seeking a 
Christmas song. That search 
was fulfilled by the great nine- 
teenth century preacher Phillips 
Brooks, who composed the song. 

His organist, Lewis H. Redner, 
furnished the tune ... and he 
insisted that the music came to 
him miraculously in a Christmas 
Eve dream. Regardless of what 
people say about the miracle, the 
beautiful Christmas carol lives 
on. It is “O Little Town of Beth- 
lehem.” 

Fifty years earlier in Obern- 
dorf, Austria, a pastor received 
the news that the mice had dam- 
aged the organ bellows and thus 
the organist could not play for 
Christmas services. It was Franz 
Gruber who told his pastor the 
sad news. Then Joseph Mohr re- 
sponded by writing “Silent Night, 
Holy Night,” which Herr Gruber 
set to music. 

They sang the new song to- 
gether at Christmas services—to 





Article courtesy the Heath Com- 
pany, Benton Harbor, Michigan. 
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guitar accompaniment. This was 
of origin of one of the best loved 
hymns. 

Church choirs still strive to 
recreate the first music of Christ- 
mas ... angels singing “Glory to 
God in the Highest!” over Bethle- 
hem. . as reported in the 
Bible story of Christ’s birth. 

Early Christians never took a 
fancy to the solemn chants of 
convents and monasteries . . . but 
Francis of Assisi raised their 
hearts and voices when he set 
religious themes to merry music 
in the 13th century! 

People went home humming 
his sermons ... and carols were 
born. 

The word “‘carol’”’ means dance 
in a ring. At first it described 
group singing and dancing in any 
festive season. For the last few 
hundred years, “carol” refers 
specifically to Christmas music. 

Italy, France, Germany, Eng- 
land and America have carol lit- 
erature and traditions of their 
own. Early songs weren’t writ- 
ten down, they were carried by 








wandering minstrels and folk 
singers. They went through so 
many changes of word and 
melody ... perhaps their cre- 
ators wouldn’t recognize them 
today! 

Medieval carols seem to have 
been written as scripts for re- 
ligious drama. Vivid pictures in 
the verses move the listener from 
scene to scene. . . . moods change 
from coarse humor to reverence 
as the story of the Nativity pro- 
gresses. 

Religious folk songs were often 
sung at holiday revels debasing 
the spirit of Christmas. Puritans 
—coming into power—frowned 
on such pagan excesses. They 
said festival music was sacrile- 
gious and dishonored God. They 
outlawed Christmas. 

The law wasn’t strictly en- 
forced, children still sang from 
door to door, and _ neighbors 
gathered on Christmas Eve to 
chorus, “Love and Joy, come to 
you!” 

Some 18th century sophisti- 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Hierarchy Re-affirms Opposition to 
Public School Aid Which Does Not 
Support Roman Church Schools 









U.S. Roman Catholic Bishops 
Demand Federal School Funds 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Roman Catholic Bishops of the United 
States will oppose any form of federal aid to education which does 
not include assistance to the Roman Catholic Church schools. 


In a re-affirmation of the uncom- 
promising policy established last 
March, the Roman Church _hier- 
archy in the United States clearly 
stated its intention of continuing 
this demand for public tax money 
for the benefit of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 

In a statement drafted here, the 
hierarchy took issue with any form 
of general aid to education that 
“discriminates against the children 
attending non-public schools.” 

This policy was announced March 
3, 1961, by the administrative board 
of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference. The board consists of 
the American cardinals and the 10 
other bishops and archbishops who 
head NCWC departments. 


Controversy 


Protestant groups from various 
parts of the nation expressed regret 
and the view that the Roman 
Church action will fan the fires of 
religious controversy. 

W. Barry Garrett, associate direc- 
tor of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, said: ‘It seems 
that all groups in the nation would 
seek to end this ill-advised con- 
troversy that weakens our nation 
at a time when we need to be 
strong.” 

Mr. Garrett said: “Private groups 
who want to maintain their own 
school systems are free to do so, 
but this does not nullify their re- 
sponsibility as citizens to provide a 
non-discriminatory public school 
system along with those citizens 
who have already been educated or 
who have no children. 

“Public school education is a re- 
sponsibility of all citizens. Private 
school education is not a_ public 
responsibility but is to be paid for 
by the people who do not want 
their children to be educated in the 
same schools that the rest of the 
population attends.” 

Dr. Philip A. Johnson, on behalf 
of the National Lutheran Council, 
took the same position, asserting, 
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“In America, churches have grown 
strong by maintaining their inde- 
pendence from the State and the 
State, free from domination or 
intimidation by the Church, has 
been able to serve the needs of the 
people. 

“It is a church’s privilege to 
buttress its doctrinal position by 
maintaining schools, if it chooses to 
do so, but it does not thereby es- 
tablish a claim on the _ public 
treasury.” 

Directors of the Unitarian Fel- 
lowship for Social Justice, meeting 
in Washington, adopted a resolution 
declaring: “The bishops have flatly 
disagreed with the first Roman 
Catholic President of the United 
States who pledged himself to main- 
tain the separation of Church and 
State, and they have cut themselves 
off from the great Protestant and 
Jewish organizations and _ educa- 
tional organizations of our country 
which have made unequivocal state- 
ments against aid to Church-con- 
trolled schools.” 


Way Out For Kennedy 

Meanwhile, a Religious News 
Service release from New York 
indicates that the Kennedy adminis- 
tration is weakening its position 
(that parochial school aid is un- 
constitutional) and will offer Con- 
gress a school aid bill which will 
allow the individual states to decide 
if federal funds are to be used for 
both public and private education. 

This new approach was indicated 
by Abraham Ribicoff, Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare. 


Backing the UN 


CLEVELAND—The Women’s Guild 
of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church adopted resolutions here 
calling for full support of the United 
Nations, an end to nuclear weapons 
testing, and racial inclusiveness in 
all areas of the national life. 

Some 600 delegates also elected 
new officers for the women’s groups 
although this is its final meeting. 
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23 New Member Churches 
Russian Church Is 
In World Council 


New DELHI—The World Council 
of Churches was strengthened by 
the addition of 23 new member 
churches—including the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 


The new participants enlarge the 
council to 198 denominations in 
more than 60 countries, embracing 
most of the major Protestant, Ortho- 
dox, Anglican, National Catholic and 
Ancient Oriental churches on earth. 
The churches have a _ combined 
membership in excess of 300,000,000. 


Although some fears were ex- 
pressed that the Russian church 
might use the council as “a plat- 
form for political purposes,” the 
delegates enthusiastically applauded 
approval of the Russian application. 
Of the 145 church bodies voting in 
the secret ballot, only 3 were op- 
posed. 


“Today is for us an historical and 
joyful day,” Archbishop Nicodim, 
head of the 16-man Russian church 
delegation, told a news conference. 
“From this day we are members of 
this great family of Christian 
churches.” 


IMC Now Part 
Of World Council 


NEW DELHI, INDIA—Two world 
Christian organizations—one dedi- 
cated to Christian unity and service 
and the other to missions—became 
one in an historic meeting here. 


The International Missionary 
Council was integrated into the 
World Council of Churches at the 
opening business session of the 
Third Assembly of the latter. 


Organized in 1921, 27 years before 
the formation of the WCC, the IMC 
comprised some 35 national mission- 
ary organizations and Christian 
councils throughout the world. 


Integration of IMC into the WCC 
means that the WCC, which has 
been primarily concerned with 
church unity, theological studies, 
international affairs and service to 
refugees, will now be responsible 
for coordinating the world-wide 
Protestant and Orthodox enterprise. 

The IMC now becomes the Divi- 
sion of World Mission and Evange- 
lism of the World Council. 
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Conference on the Churches 
And Social Welfare, Cleveland 


Notable Progress in Welfare Concerns 


By GERALDINE SARTAIN 


CLEVELAND—A long-awaited but painfully arrived-at revolution in 
welfare thinking appears imminent to America’s leading welfare ex- 


perts, lay and church. 


They struggled for five days with 
their conflicts and their agreements, 
finally bringing forth a set of in- 
formal recommendations to be 
passed on to National Council of 
Churches’ leaders and to the Prot- 
estant and Eastern Orthodox 
churches throughout the land for 
their consideration. 

These demonstrated many chang- 
ing ideas, chief among them that 
the center of gravity is shifting as 
the churches develop concern for 
everyone in the community. Fur- 
ther, that the men and women being 
served have something important 
to say about their own needs and 
the possible solution. 

At the same time the opening 
session became the forum for the 
highest spokesman on government 
welfare policy. He used the oppor- 
tunity to announce a_ high-level 
policy decision. 

U. S. Secretary Abraham Ribicoff 
of Health, Education and Welfare 
declared that the administration 
would seek reform and revision of 
the welfare laws by Congress at its 
next session. [Reported in last 
week’s issue.) 

In this same context, the spokes- 
men of the churches at the second 
National Conference on the Chur- 
ches and Social Welfare (Oct. 23- 
27) agreed that “God is at work 
outside the church as well as in.” 

Some 2,500 national and interna- 
tional leaders in health, welfare, 
correction and counseling reached 
accord as they examined the imple- 
mentation of social welfare goals 
set at the first Cleveland study con- 
ference six years ago, and evaluated 
their policies for aiding the handi- 
capped, the delinquent, the retarded, 
the alcoholic and the aged. 








Dr. Mayo 


Dr. Villaume 
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In a total of 550 hours of spirited 
discussion, 93 work groups making 
up 15 sections framed more than 
200 recommendations urging, among 
other measures, more effective par- 
ticipation of the churches in com- 
munity welfare, and asking the 
churches to use their influence in 
the field of desegregation, to help 


recruit qualified social welfare 
workers, to make available more 
trained chaplaincy services and 


pastoral care in homes for the aged 
and in nursing homes, hospitals, in 
penal and correctional institutions. 

In section discussions, a Protes- 
tant theologian, Dr. Haskell W. Mil- 
ler of Wesley Theological Seminary, 
Washington, D, C., and a Roman 
Catholic prelate, Monsignor Ray- 
mond J. Gallagher, executive secre- 
tary, National Conference of Cath- 
olic Charities, Washington, D. C., 
took opposing positions on the 
church-state matter as related to 
education. 

Msgr. Gallagher enunciated the 
Catholic principle of “subsidiarity,” 
which in essence states that indi- 
vidual and private social welfare 
organizations have prior rights as 
compared with government agencies. 

Such a concept hampers society 
in developing a comprehensive pro- 
gram for the general welfare, Dr. 
Miller responded. 

Other findings of the conference 
included: 


1. A major concern of the chur- 
ches must be the total environ- 
ment of the family. 

2. Because of the number of ag- 
ing people who lack means for 
adequate health care, increased 
attention should be given to pre- 
paid health insurance programs, 





Dr. Flemming Dr. Meister 
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especially where voluntary pro- 
grams “cannot accomplish the de- 
sired ends.” 

3. Churches should take the in- 
itiative in advocating legislation 
establishing community and state 
facilities for the rehabilitation 
of alcoholics, and should help 
frame policies for the proper care 
of narcotic addicts and the men- 
tally retarded. 


The conference honored two uni- 
versity presidents, a nationally 
known churchman and one of the 
county’s outstanding welfare leaders 
with the first Shepherd’s Awards 
given by the National Council of 
Churches’ Department of Social 
Welfare, which sponsored the con- 
ference. 

The four cited were: Dr. Arthur 
S. Flemming, president, University 
of Oregon; former U. S. Secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare, 
former president, Ohio Wesleyan 
University and a former vice-presi- 
dent, National Council of Churches. 
Dr. Leonard W. Mayo, New York, 
conference chairman, executive di- 
rector, Association for the Aid of 
Crippled Children and chairman, 
President Kennedy’s newly an- 
nounced Committee on Mental Re- 
tardation. Dr. Karl P. Meister, 
Elyria, Ohio, general secretary em- 
eritus, Methodist Board of Hospitals 
and Homes, and distinguished au- 
thority on care of the aging. Dr. 
William J. Villawme, president, 
Waterloo Lutheran University, Wa- 
terloo, Ontario; formerly executive 
director of the National Council of 
Churches’ Department of Social 
Welfare and co-chairman, religious 
planning committee, the 1961 White 
House Conference on the Aging. 

The presentation of plaques and 
citations “for significant contribu- 
tions to meeting human need 
through community social welfare or 
through church-related social wel- 
fare,’”’ was made by Bradshaw Min- 
tener, Washington, D. C.., attorney, 
chairman of the National Council’s 
Department of Social Welfare and 
a former assistant secretary, U. S. 
Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare. 

The conference adopted an 
affirmation to be used by churches 
and mission groups as part of the 
coordinated 1962-63 emphasis, on 
The Church’s Mission and Persons 
of Special Need. It states: “God is 
the Creator and Lord of the world 
and every living thing. God is in 
Christ seeking to restore our fellow- 
ship with Him and one another. God 
calls us through the Holy Spirit to 
serve Him in the need of our neigh- 
bor.” 
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Journeys to Bethlehem 


JERUSALEM—Fifteen thousand 
Israeli Christians requested permis- 
sion to cross the _ Israel-Jordan 
border to participate in the tradi- 
tional Christmas pilgrimage to 
Bethlehem, it was announced here. 

This number represents about 
one-third of all Christians in Israel. 
Last year, 10,000 applied for permits 
to attend the annual observance at 
the birthplace of Christ. 

Because their Christmas Eve falls 
on Jan. 6, a Saturday and the Jew- 
ish sabbath, Eastern Orthodox 
Christians will leave Israel on Jan. 
5 for Bethlehem and return on Jan. 
7, thus enjoying two days in Jordan. 

Western Christians and Armenian 
Orthodox, however, will stay in 
Jordan only 24 hours; from Dec. 24 
to Dec. 25 for Western worshipers 
and from Jan. 18 to Jan. 19 for the 
Armenian Orthodox pilgrims. 


Methodist Sales 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—Net sales of 
the Methodist Publishing House for 
the year ending May 31 totaled a 
record $27,581,509—an increase of 
about $375,000 over the previous 12 
months—it was reported at the 
agency’s annual meeting here. 


I THINK WE OUGHT 
TO FREEZE THE ACTION 
AT THIS POINT TO TAKE A 
LOOK AT HOW WE'RE 

DOING. FRANK 2 


MOST OF YOU KNOW MY 
REPUTATION AS A PERPETUAL 
SSOINER” CDS HAS BEEN 
BY FAR THE MOST REWARDING 

GROUP I'VE EVER. JOINED. 
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Lovick Pierce of Nashville, head 
of the Publishing House, said that 
during last year about 5,300,000 
copies of books were produced in 
printing plants here and in Cin- 
cinnati. He noted that this total 
included 109 new titles, eight of 
which became primary selections of 
major book clubs. 


New Nazareth Church 


NAZARETH—The first Protestant 
church built in Israel since its es- 
tablishment as a state in 1948 was 
dedicated here. It will house a 
congregation of the Church of the 
Nazarene, an American holiness de- 
nomination in the Wesleyan tradi- 
tion founded in Texas in 1908. 

Officiating at the dedication was 
Dr. Hardy C. Powers of Dallas, 
Tex., a general superintendent of 
the denomination who visited Israel 
following a trip to Jordan. The 
new church seats about 200 persons. 


Minneapolis Seminary 


NEW BRIGHTON, MINN.—First step 
in developing the campus of the 
proposed United Theological Semi- 
nary of the Twin Cities took place 
here with ground-breaking cere- 
monies for the first two buildings. 


SINCE WE'VE BEEN 
GETTING TOGETHER THE 
PAST FEW WEEKS 1’VE 

DEVELOPED A FEELING 
ABOUT THE CHURCH \'VE 
NEVER HAD BEFORE 


OLO HARD-HEADED ME HAS 

LEARNED HOW TO USE 

DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 
CONSTRUCTIVELY. 


VM NOT SURE 
{WHETHER I’M IMAGINING 
: IT OR NOT, BUT LI 
THINK THIS COURSE 
HAS HELPED ME 
DEVELOP A 
REAL FEELING OF 
CHRISTIAN 
MATURITY - 











The Church at Large 
More Lutheran Unity 


CHiIcaco—A major step toward 
closer Lutheran cooperation in 
America was taken here when rep- 
resentatives of the National Lu- 
theran Council (NLC) and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
agreed to propose the formation of 
a new all-inclusive cooperative 
agency. 

Such a new agency would replace 
the 43-year-old NLC which serves 
over 5,500,000 Lutherans in six 
Churches. 

Combining these bodies and the 
Missouri Synod in a new agency 
would involve over 8,000,000 Lu- 
therans. 





Missouri Council 


COLUMBIA, Mo.—Stanley I. Stuber 
was installed as the “Ecumenical 
Minister’ of the Missouri Council 
of Churches Oct. 30. 

Dr. Stuber will retain the title 
of executive director as applied to 
the more formal business and ad- 
ministrative relationships of the 
state council. The new title indi- 
cates his position as a religious 
leader in the realm of Christian co- 
operation and as a “pastor to pas- 
tors.” 
















UH, YOU ALL KNOW HOW, UH, 
SHY I AM. THANKS TO 
YOUR HELP I'VE BEEN 
ABLE TO TALK ABOUT MY 
FAITH WITH YOU. THAT'S 
SOMETHING FOR MEZ 


STOP PHIDPLING AROU.ID 
IN THERE’ WHILE YOU 
PEOPLE ARE ENDIOYING 
THE BENEFITS OF YOUR 
CDS THING I’M GETTING 
NOTHING BUT , 


COLD PHEET. 
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REDS AND RELIGION 


Moscow—Acknowledging that 
Russian Communists have not been 
successful in stamping out religion 
in this country, the secretary of the 
Communist Party’s Moscow Com- 
mittee appealed here for a “more 
decisive combat against religious 
superstitions.” 

Miss Olga Kolchina dedicated her 
40-minute speech at the Commu- 
nists’ 22nd Congress to the necessity 
for all Communists and Soviet 
executives to fulfill point by point 
the party’s blueprint for its fight 
against religion. 


DISCOVERY IN GALILEE 


JERUSALEM—Religious articles 
thought to be relics of an Israelite 
settlement in the time of King 
David—about 1,000 years before 
Christ—were discovered during ex- 
cavations at Ein Gev, across the 
Sea of Galilee from Tiberias, the 
Israeli Radio reported. 

Also uncovered, it stated, were 
traces of a 1,000-year-old synagogue. 
The broadcast said the relics in- 
cluded a ceramic jar bearing He- 
brew inscriptions. 


FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 


NEw ORLEANS—A full-time South- 
ern Field Service office has been 
opened here by the National Catho- 
lic Conference for Interracial 
Justice to aid Roman Catholics 
working for desegregation and 
racial justice. 

The conference, whose national 
headquarters are in Chicago, ex- 
plained the office was set up to 
“make possible better planned and 
more rapid integration” of Catholic 
schools and other institutions in the 
South. 


ON CLOSING LAWS 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United 
States Supreme Court refused a re- 
hearing on its decisions of last June 
upholding the constitutionality of 
Sunday closing laws and denying 
the claim of Orthodox Jewish 
merchants that such laws violate 
religious freedom. 

The court made no comment as 
it declined to review its 8 to l 
decision that state laws requiring 
certain classes of business to close 
on Sundays are valid and its 6°to 3 
decision that members of Sabba- 
tarian faiths can be required to 


14 (1582) 


BRIEF 


observe such statutes in the interest 
of a “community day of rest.” 


CAMPAIGN IN N. Y. 


New YorK—Former Secretary of 
Labor James P. Mitchell, the Re- 
publican gubernatorial candidate in 
New Jersey, gave his support here 
to the Protestant Council of the 
City of New York as it launched 
its $100,000 campaign this year 
against juvenile delinquency. 

The one-time Eisenhower cabinet 
member, a Roman Catholic, was the 
featured speaker at a $50-a-plate 
fund-raising dinner of the Council. 
Proceeds of the affair will be used 
to support nine youth centers in the 
city, run on a non-sectarian basis in 
cooperation with the New York 
City Youth Board. 


BIRTH CONTROL ISSUE 


DeETROoIT—The Protestant Episco- 
pal Church endorsed birth control 
here in the most complete and 
detailed statement ever made on the 
subject by the denomination. 

Delegates to the Church’s 60th 
triennial General Convention also 
gave their approval to distribution 
of birth control information by the 
United States government to under- 


developed countries “wherever it is 
officially requested.” 


SPELLMAN PRAYER PLEA 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—With a grim 
warning that the nation stands at 
the brink of another war that could 
mean the destruction of civilization, 
Francis Cardinal Spellman appealed 
here to Americans to stand united 
in prayer to God for peace. 

The cardinal delivered the sermon 
at an outdoor Mass on the Washing- 
ton Monument grounds attended by 
125,000 worshipers. 


RELIGION A CATALYST? 


NEw YorK—Religion can serve as 
a catalyst in creating understanding 
between the sciences and the hu- 
manities, Secretary Abraham A. 
Ribicoff declared here. 

The head of the U.S. Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare 
said these “two great cultures 
(science and the humanities) scarce- 
ly know each other.” 

Religion can bring them into “one 
universe of discourse,” he said, be- 
cause religion is concerned with 
“the meaning of human destiny and 
individual self-fulfillment.” 


HAWAII ON SCHOOL AID 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Voters in the 
state of Hawaii who participated 
in a poll conducted by Rep. Daniel 
K. Inouye (D.-Hawaii) overwhelm- 
ingly favored federal aid to educa- 
tion, but by almost as wide a mar- 
gin opposed granting federal funds 
to private schools. 

The poll was the first of its kind 
undertaken in America’s 50th state. 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST BUILDING. Plans have been approved for this $700,000 
octagon-shaped building, to house the Southern Baptist a offices 
in Nashville. Construction is scheduled to begin Jan. 1 
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The Second Sunday in December 
Is Universal Bible Sunday ... 


How Bible Sunday Began 
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chee; Bible Sunday, which is being 
observed today (December 10) had its be- 
ginnings at the turn of the century when the 
American Bible Society first advocated a special 
Bible day. 


In 1900 a conference of representatives of the 
Society and its auxiliaries passed a _ resolution 
advocating that churches devote one service dur- 
ing the year “to the presentation of the Bible 
cause.” 

Centuries before a Sunday to give special atten- 
tion to the Bible was suggested by Bishop Cran- 
mer who wrote a collect to be used in the first 
prayer book of King Edward VI. This is the 
collect, issued in 1549: 


“Blessed Lord who has caused all Holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant 
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 
learn and inwardly digest them that by patience 
and comfort of Thy Holy Word, we may em- 
brace, and even hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which Thou hast given us in 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. AMEN.” 


When the Panama-Pacific Exposition was held 
in San Francisco in 1915 a portion of the program 
was a World’s Bible Congress which issued a 
call to the churches of America urging ministers 
and congregations to recognize the beginning of 
the celebration by the observance of Universal 
Bible Sunday on Dec. 5, 1915. 

In 1917, President Woodrow Wilson wrote to the 
executive secretary of the Bible Society, “... 
I take pleasure in writing to say that the setting 
apart of a Universal Bible Week and Bible Sunday 
and the designation of Sunday, December ninth, 
as the day upon which the work shall receive its 
emphasis, meets with my very cordial approval.” 

Thus, the practice of celebrating the second 
Sunday in December as Bible Sunday was estab- 
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lished, and gradually the second Sunday in Decem- 
ber became the officially recognized day. 


The emphasis on Universal Bible Week, how- 
ever, enables every church, liturgical and non- 
liturgical, to celebrate a day that will fit into their 
church’s program. For the past 18 years this day 
or week has been the high point of the Worldwide 
Bible Reading program from Thasksgiving to 
Christmas. 


Bible Sunday, therefore, has been a recognized 
observance of the Protestant churches of America 
for 60 years in one form or another, and Universal 
Bible Week for 44 years during the first part of 
December, receiving official recognition from the 
President of the United States on various occasions 
during the past 17 years. 


REUNION 


{Written at Christmas time folloiving a ttagie loss 
in the family cirele} 


Yes, dear, it’s quite the Samé—our Cheistiiias tree: 
Gold ornaments for you, the blue for me— 

A tinsel-draped and twinkling fairy, sight 

With icicles and bubbly candlelight! 

But what can take our satig angel's place? 

A modern, plastic saint with worldly face? 

Oh, no! I cringed, and promptly undertook 

To make an angel, but oh—her look! 

I failed: she’s simply unangelic! 

Poor tin-foil cherub’s earth-bound: too metallic! 
And I, like she, so temporal, stayed in dust 

Can only yearn to soar, to transcend earthliness. 
Yet in my thoughts I seem to hear you say: 

“My darling, I am not so far away! 

Though we shall never sit here side by side, 

While our love lives, communion’s not denied. 

The miracle of Christmas brings me near; 

Let memory’s clasp secure me for the year. 

Yes, dear, it’s quite the same—our Christmas tree: 
Blue ornaments for you; the gold for me.” 


—E. C. 
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Growth Through Adoration 


“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” _ by the Editor 


MEMORY SELECTION: 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour. (Luke 
1:46-47.) 


WO purposes can be fulfilled 
ie the study of our lesson 
today. First of all, our theme 
is to discover how we may grow 
through adoring God. Second, 
the particular passages we are to 
study are an excellent introduc- 
tion to the Christmas season 
when we celebrate the birth of 
our Saviour. In the discussion, 
I shall try to point out some of 
the significant factors pertaining 
to both of the points. 

We have here a beautiful pic- 
ture of the relationship between 
Elizabeth and Mary, to be fol- 
lowed years later by the relation- 
ship of their children, John and 
Jesus. The language and the 
experiences are not easy to un- 
derstand. I suppose each one 
has his theology worked out in 
such a way as to make this pas- 
sage of scripture meaningful. 
When you look at it on the sur- 
face, you immediately come up 
with questions. However, one 
has the definite impression that 
this is an attempt to say some- 
thing very significant about God’s 
revelation to man through his 
Son. Of that we are sure. 

Elizabeth ‘was filled with the 
Holy Spirit as soon as she was 
greeted by Mary’”’ (verse 41). As 
a result she uttered words which 
have become extremely familiar 
to Christians. I suppose they are 
the most widely known words in 
the New Testament, so far as 
Roman Catholics are concerned. 
Verse 42 contains the second 
sentence of the ‘Ave Maria” 
which you hear on the radio and 
see in magazines as well as in 
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the Roman Churches. 

To us, this sounds like the ex- 
clamation of a beautiful tribute 
to Mary, on the part of Elizabeth, 
in anticipation of the birth of 
Jesus. To Roman Catholics it is 
the most sacred prayer they can 
utter, as they ask Mary to inter- 
cede for them before God. 

Elizabeth did not feel worthy 
to be the recipient of such news 
(verse 43) and yet she says that 
“the babe in my womb leaped for 
joy” (verse 44). In the last 
words of Elizabeth she expresses 
the belief that Mary is blessed 
because she, in turn, believed 
“what was spoken to her from 
the Lord” (verse 45). 

This whole passage is an at- 
tempt to show how this simple, 
peasant woman expressed her 
adoration of God because of the 
mighty act which he was about 
to perform. Elizabeth and Mary 
were able to perform the func- 


tions which God planned for 
them because they accepted such 
responsibility. They had com- 
plete faith in God, even in midst 
of such mysterious happenings as 
these. They raised no questions. 
They simply breathed a prayer. 
We have here a simple and ever- 
lasting lesson. One grows spirit- 
ually simply by adoring God and 
praising his name. This is not 
the only way to grow but this 
is one way. 

The rest of the lesson is a 
recording of what we call the 
“Magnificat.” It is a song of 
Mary and the word we use for 
the title of it is the third one: 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord” 
(verse 46). In this beautiful 
song we find the same spirit 
expressed, even more elaborately, 
which Elizabeth had also shown. 

The church has used this 
through the ages as one of its 
most loved expressions of adora- 
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The Scripture 


Luke 1:39-55 

39 In those days Mary arose and 
went with haste into the hill coun- 
try, to a city of Judah, 40 and she 
entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of 
Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; 
and Elizabeth was filled with the 


fruit of. your womb! 43 And why 
is this granted me, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me 
44 For behold, when the voice of 
your greeting came to my ears, the 
babe in my womb leaped for joy. 
45 And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment 
of what was spoken to her from 
the Lord.” 46 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 


48 for he has regarded the low 
estate of his handmaiden. 
For behold, henceforth all gen- 
erations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done 
great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is on those who 
fear him 


from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his 


arm, 
he has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts, 
52 he has put down the mighty 
from their thrones, 
and exalted those of low degree; 
53 he has filled the hungry with 


good things, 
and the rich he has sent empty 


away. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his posterity 
for ever.” 


THE CHRISTIAN 


tion. In the Book of Common 
Prayer of the Anglican churches, 
this is found in the program for 
evening worship. During the 
semester in which I helped to 
inaugurate the program of gradu- 
ate studies at the Ecumenical 
Institute in Switzerland, we used 
this for evening prayers each 
day. I became very fond of it 
as one way to express my adora- 
tion toward God. 

The individual details are not 
the most important thing. They 
can be read and discussed but it 
is the attitude of the whole hymn 
which is important. We can see, 
for example, how Mary would 
praise God because he had “re- 
garded the low estate of his 
handmaiden” (verse 48). She 
was not a noble woman. If she 
had been, she would have had a 


lower place in society and in 
worship, below the men. Now, 
to be able to bear Jesus is an 
honor that she recognizes as 
such. She praises God because 
he has recognized her. 

She speaks of God’s mercy 
(verse 50) and his strength (verse 
51) and his compassion (verse 
53). Finally, she recognizes that 
what God is about to do through 
her is a fulfillment of what he 
has spoken to the fathers. Again, 
she adores God for keeping his 
promise “to Abraham and to his 
posterity” (verse 55). 

Again, I want to impress upon 
you the necessity of looking at 
these two expressions of Eliza- 
beth and Mary as prayers and 
songs of adoration. This ma- 
terial is not written as an histori- 
cal narrative so that we would 


Meaning for Today 


ious 
ROWTH in the spiritual 
realm necessarily comes as 
one moves toward or attains to 
the ideals that one has set up as 
the guiding principles for life. 

These ideals, in turn, are 
largely determined by the under- 
standing of God that one has. 
Thus one is drawn to achieve the 
spiritual likeness of God within 
himself (Ephesians 5:1, 2; 2 
Corinthians 3:18). This points 
up the importance of Christian 
people having an adequate under- 
standing of “theology,” i.e., the 
study of God. 

Such theology need not be as 
complex and difficult as the word 
might seem to indicate. Even a 
child can understand sufficiently 
to get proper ideals before him- 
self. Noting Jesus’ compassion, 
forgiveness, understanding and 
love, one can readily set these up 
as the objectives toward which 
one strives. His righteousness, 
holiness and purity are fairly 
readily understood and one can 
seek to become like him. 
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by Jack E. Barker 


This is the point at which the 
term “adoration” is of great in- 
terest and significance. (It is 
good to see in our title a term 
that is used more in devotion 
than in Christian education!) To 
adore means “to worship or 
honor as a deity or as divine. To 
feel or express reverent admira- 
tion for; to regard with fervant 
devotion and affection; idolize” 
(Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 
Fifth Edition). That which one 
holds in reverent admiration or 
regards with fervent affection 
certainly normally becomes the 
object of devotion and emulation, 
it becomes a kind of ideal for life. 

Where there is the adoration 
of God there is the reverencing 
of his nature and being, the emu- 
lation of his attitudes, purposes 
and activity, and consequently 
the growth of a man into God’s 
spiritual likeness. 

Adoration with reference to 
God begins as we feel awe, won- 
der, reverence and a sense of 
majesty and sublimity. Some- 


get a picture of details and 
events. It is written to show 
the outpouring of the hearts of 
two simple women as they stand 
somewhat in awe before God. If 
we could only have such awe be- 
fore him how much better 
servants of his we would be. 
Sometimes it seems as if we are 
willing to try to understand God 
through study or willing to serve 
him through action but we are 
never willing to sit and adore 
him and praise his name simply 
because he is God. 

Today, we may become so ac- 
customed to the fact that he 
came and that we have the Chris- 
tian faith in the world that we 
never take any time to adore 
God because he sent his Son into 
the world. It is well if we pre- 
pare ourselves for such adoration. 


times we are led into silence, 
silence seeming to be the most 
appropriate response to the “holy 
ground” upon which we stand. 
Sometimes we are led to utter 
words of appreciation, perhaps a 
hymn, a poem, a psalm or a 
prayer. 

But where such adoration per- 
sists and remains a continuing 
force in life, it finds expression in 
appreciation, and the adoring one 
attempts to glorify that which is 
adored and to dedicate his life to 
the object of worship, God. 

The admission of God’s infinity, 
immutability, eternity, omnipo- 
tence, omnipresence, omniscience, 
is also an admission of our finite- 
ness and limitation, the brevity 
of our lives and the sinfulness of 
our ways and the complete de- 
pendence that we have upon God 
and our fellow human beings. 

The proper reverencing of God 
depends upon the concession of 
human weaknesses, and so we 
are led away from adoring God 
so as not to have to agree to our 
smallness. 

So adoration stands in sharp 
antithesis to our pride and our 
independent spirit. Deeply felt 
it necessarily leads us into grow- 
ing godliness and the spirit of 
selfless sacrifice that is our high- 
est Christian ideal. 
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T WAS a Christmas I’ll never 
forget. Edward, our seven- 
year-old, and the twins, age five, 
had repeatedly asked, “Mother, 
what do you want for Christ- 


mas?” and each time I had 
answered, “I want to be sur- 
prised.” I was in the kitchen 


one evening when I overheard 
them discussing the problem. 

“Did she tell you what she 
wanted, Edward?” Mary asked. 

“No, she didn’t tell me any- 
thing. I have to think up some- 
thing,” he answered. Then, after 
a pause, ‘What are you kids go- 
ing to give her?” 

“We don’t know. We can’t 
think up things like you,’”’ Mar- 
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garet said. ‘So we’re going to 
the Christmas Fair at the church 
tomorrow.” 

I was too preoccupied with 
their conversation to watch what 
I was doing, and just as I re- 
moved the stove-lid to look at the 
burner before turning it up (ours 
was an old-fashioned black iron 
cook-stove, recently converted to 
oil) the lid slipped off the lifter 
and crashed to the floor. 

“Oh, dear!” I cried, as the chil- 
dren fushed out. “That’s the 
second time it’s done that this 
week. I hope some day we can 
afford—” 

Edward quietly took the lifter 
from my trembling hand and re- 
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placed the lid. “If I had enough 
money saved up, that’s what I'd 
buy you for Christmas—a nice 
electric stove!” he exclamed. 

“I guess we’re lucky to have 
the oil-burner,” I answered guilt- 
ily, brushing a kiss across his 
forehead. 

But the incident bothered Ed- 
ward, knowing me to be normally 
cheerful and composed. It was 
on his mind when we sat down to 
dinner. ‘Gee, Dad,” he said, 
“you ought to get that old stove 
fixed.” 

“Oh,” I said, meeting John’s 
eyes, “I just dropped a lid again. 
It slipped off the lifter. Careless 
of me.” 
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After dinner, Edward’s father 
took him aside for a little heart- 
to-heart talk, to help him under- 
stand about the stove. It gave 
him a_ sense of importance, 
sharing his father’s confidence; 
and a great joy, knowing that 
perhaps the little brother he had 
always wanted was on the way. 

The next afternoon, while the 
twins were off on their secret 
mission at the Church Fair, Ed- 
ward and I went down town 
shopping. The store windows 
were all gaily decorated, and 
Hackett’s Hardware, where I al- 
ways paused to dream, had its 
usual complement of humorous 
little showcards, all in rhyme. 

There was a small leather case 
like a wallet in the window, 
neatly fitted with a set of mini- 
ature tools and bearing a little 
card addressed ‘To Milady,” fol- 
lowed by the lines: 


Here is the Vanity Tool Kit 

New-styled for Milady today 

To handle the jiffy jobs that 
arise 

Whenever the Mister’s away. 


“Gee, Mum,” said Edward, 
chuckling, “if you could only hit 
a nail straight—mind if I go in 
and look around?” 

“Okay,” I said. “I'll be in the 
Five-and-Dime next door—but 
no Vanity Tool Kits,’’ I added, 
laughing. 

He was smiling happily when 
he joined me, and all the way 
home he hummed a tune under 
his breath. 

Mary and Margaret were in the 
den watching television. ‘Have 
you thought up anything yet?” I 
heard Margaret ask, as Edward 
joined them. “We got our pres- 
ents for Mother today. You 
better think up something soon.” 

“T already did,’ he answered. 
“T ordered it.” 

“You—ordered it?” they both 
shrilled. ‘You mean you had to 
send away for it?” Margaret 
asked. 

“Yep.” 

“What was it you ordered?” 

“T’m not telling.” 

Piqued at Edward’s non-com- 
mittal attitude, Margaret ex- 
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claimed, “Well, I just hope you 
get it in time. I heard Mother 
say she ordered something last 
week and she just bet she 
wouldn’t get it in time because 
‘you know how things are at 
Christmas’ she said.” 

I knew from the long silence 
that the barb had struck home. 
Each day as Edward came in 
from school Margaret pounced on 
him with the same question, “Did 
it came?” I knew that for him 
the week was a long agony. Fri- 
day night I -watched him go to 
bed in despair. 

Saturday he hurried through 
his chores and rushed down town 
right after lunch. He was back 
in no time, and I knew by the 
spring in his step that his worry 
was over. 

Christmas morning the house 
was a hubbub of laughter and 
merriment as the gift-laden tree 
was stripped and the packages 
distributed. I sat on the sofa 
and watched the rest open theirs. 
Now it was my turn. I opened 
John’s first—a lovely blue dress- 
ing gown, all frills and lace, in 
anticipation of the coming event. 
But before I could finish admir- 
ing it, Margaret thrust a package 
into my hand and cried, breath- 
lessly, “Open it, Mother! It’s a 
white elephant from the Church 
Fair, and the woman said it has a 
very delicate fragrance.” 

As everyone crowded around, 
I removed the wrapper and held 
up a large hobnailed bottle 
labled “Lilac Toilet Water.” 

“Mine next, Mother!” said 
Mary. I undid the daintily 
wrapped package and gazed at a 
small _ beveled-glass casket 
mounted on silver feet. “A 
jewel case!” I cried. 

“Even if you haven’t much to 
put in it you can look at it and 
see everything you own,” Mary 
explained. “Like it?” 

“Do I!” As I thanked her, I 
saw Margaret nudge Edward. 
“Your turn,” she whispered, add- 
ing, nervously, “You did get it, 
Edward?” 

With a nod he stepped over to 
the tree and drew forth the pack- 
age hidden behind it, and without 


a word placed it in my lap. I 
looked at him and saw his eyes 
were bright points of light. 

I untied the shiny green ribbon 
and took off the gay red tissue. 

“Edward—dear, this is a sur- 
prise!” I gasped. 

Everyone stared at the gift. 
Edward swallowed hard and said, 
“See the spirally nickel handle, 
Mother? It’s made that way 
apurpose so’s not to get hot. And 
see the way it’s curved so’s to fit 
your hand?” 

“Why, Son,” I said, testing it, 
“Tt’s—perfect.” 

“And he had to order it!” 
Margaret exclaimed. 

“Did you, dear?” I asked. 

“Yes,” he answered, flushing. 
“They only had plain iron ones, 
the all-in-one-piece kind like that 
junky old thing you been using. 
Mr. Hackett had to send away 
to the factory specially for it. 
And see the verse he wrote for 
me! O’ course,” Edward added, 
shyly, “I told him what to say.” 

In a choking voice I read aloud 
the little card, addressed to 


“Dearest Mother Mine: 


“When I'm a little bigger 

And working every day, 

Tll buy you an electric stove 

To cook the modern way. 

But since the old oil-burner 

Must serve for some time yet, 

I thought this brand new stove- 
lifter 

Was just the thing to get.” 


It was signed, “Your ever-lov- 
ing son—Edward.” 

I sat for a moment, smoothing 
the new stove-lifter, quite at a 
loss for words. “How did you 
ever think of it?” I finally asked. 

Edward smiled self-conscious- 
ly. Then he answered, haltingly, 
“I knew you wouldn’t be getting 
a new electric stove like you 
wanted for a long while now 
account of—you know. So I 
thought with this new up-to-date 
lifter you’d be able to look at the 
burner without the old lids falling 
on the floor all the time.” 

“Bless you, Edward dear,” I 
whispered. Then, exchanging a 
proud glance with John, and kiss- 
ing each shining face, “Bless you 
all, my children!” 
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Churches Given Grants 
In Transition Program 


INDIAN APOLIS—Congregations in 
Chicago, Indianapolis and Los 
Angeles will receive the first three 
grants in a Churches in Transition 
Program of the Christian Churches, 
it was revealed here last month. 

They are Jackson Boulevard 
Christian Church in Chicago, Mon- 
roe Street Christian Church in Los 
Angeles and Peoples Temple Chris- 
tian Church in  Indianapolis—all 
interracial congregations serving 
communities where drastic popu- 
lation changes have occurred. 

The initial grants are being used 
to help pay ministers’ salaries and 
purchase equipment. 

Funds contributed for this pro- 
gram in the Christian Churches’ 
“Decade of Decision’ capital cam- 
paign are administered jointly by 
the Department of Christian Action 
and Community Service and Church 
Development of the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society. 

The master plan includes program 
guidance for the churches and con- 
sultations in which ministers and 
other church leaders in transition 
communities can share their prob- 
lems and ideas. 

Two other congregations—Mark- 
ham Christian Community Church 
at Markham, Ill., and Michigan 
Park Christian Church in Washing- 
ton, D. C.—have requested funds to 
be used in the erection of buildings, 
it was reported. 


New Strategy 


Missionary Recruitment 


INDIANAPOLIS—A vigorous pro- 
gram of recruitment for missionary 
service—utilizing the talents of two 
missionaries on furlough and a 
series of two-day area consultations 
—will be conducted during 1962 
among Christian Churches’ college 
graduates. 

Plans for the missionaries to 
travel throughout the country to 
encourage qualified persons to 
become missionaries was announced 
to the Board of Trustees of the 
United Christian Missionary Society 
last month. 

Bernard F. Davis, on furlough 
from the Republic of Congo, and 
F. Victor McAnallen, on furlough 
from Thailand, have been assigned 
to the department of missionary 
selection and training of the UCMS’ 
Division of World Mission. In con- 
junction with their recruitment 
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travel, they will make field trips for 
the Department of Resources and 
Interpretation of the United Society. 

Eight mission vocations area con- 
sultations have been tentatively 
scheduled by the department for 
the coming year. 

The first will be Feb. 17-18 in 
Macon, Ga., followed by consulta- 
tions on March 3-4, Nashville, 
Tenn.; March 24-25, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; and March 31-—April 1 in the 
Northwest area, probably in Port- 
land, Ore. 

Other conferences anticipated are 
April 14-15, Tulsa, Okla.; Oct. 5-6, 
Los Angeles, Calif.; Nov. 10-11, 
Baltimore, Md.; and Nov. 17-18 in 
the Northeast area, probably in New 
Haven, Conn. 


Internal Unity Talks 
Set Up at Consultation 


STILLWATER, OKLA.—Fifteen broth- 
erhood leaders of widely variant 
views met for a consultation and 
retreat at Camp Redlands, here, Oct. 
24-26, to discuss internal brother- 


hood unity and to plan for the Third 


Consultation on the Internal Unity 
of Christian Churches. 

The consultation will be held in 
Tulsa Feb. 27-Mar. 1, 1962. 

In addition to fine fellowship and 
true brotherly spirit, open and ob- 
jective discussions on brotherhood 
problems were faced realistically. 

It was agreed that such consulta- 
tions (in small groups of invited 
participants as well as in mass 
meeting assemblies) will make a 
real contribution to the healing of 
tensions within our ranks. 

Present at Camp Redlands for the 
planning session were George Earle 
Owen, Donald West, A. T. DeGroot, 
Dean E. Walker, Joseph Smith, 
Robert Fife, Charles Gresham, Dean 
Seth Wilson, Woodrow Phillips, Ed- 
win Hayden, Sheldon Elliott, Hugh 
Holland, Carlton Garrison, Wayne 
Reinhart, and James B. Carr. 

The following persons _ were 
elected to administer the necessary 
arrangements: Hugh Holland, chair- 
man; James B. Carr, co-chairman; 
Wayne Reinhart, co-chairman; Ting 
Champie, publicity chairman; Shel- 
don Elliott, treasurer; and Charles 
Gresham, publication of consultation 
reports.— JAMES B. Carr 


William Wright to Texas 

WICHITA FALLS, TExX.—William E. 
Wright, minister for the past eight 
years of Kings Highway Christian 
Church, Shreveport, La., will begin 
this month as pastor here of First 
Christian Church. 
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J. D. Joyce to Phillips 


ENID, OKLA—J. Daniel 
Joyce, associate professor of 
New Testament at Christian 
Theological Seminary, has 
been named dean of The 
Graduate Seminary of Phillips 
University here, effective Sept. 
1, 1962. He succeeds Stephen 
J. England. 
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New Unity Commission 


INDIANAPOLIS—A commission 
has been appointed to rep- 


TT 


= resent Disciples. in merger 
= talks. William J. Jarman is 
chairman. 
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John Scantland Dies 


WICHITA, KAN.—John F. Scant- 
land died here on Nov. 10 following 
an illness of six months. His death 
was caused by the rare disease of 
equine encephalitis, which is trans- 
mitted from a diseased horse to 
man by the bite of a mosquito. 

Mr. Scantland was minister of 
First Christian Church, Medicine 
Lodge, Kan., when he was stricken 
last May. He previously was for 
13 years pastor of First Church, Du- 
Quoin, Il. 


Chaplain Promoted 





U. S. Army Photo 


CHAPLAIN (Col.) Maury Hundley, 
left, congratulates Chaplain Richard 
B. Cheatham on his promotion to 
the rank of colonel. The two Disci- 
ples’ chaplains have served together 
in the office, Chief of Chaplains, 
U.S. Army, for the past year. The 
ceremony was held at the Pentagon, 
Washington, D. C. Recently Chap- 
lain Hundley was awarded a certifi- 
cate of accomplishment, a Chaplain’s 
Plaque with a special lapel pin. 
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Dean Henson of Brite 
College Expresses Concern 


Fewer Ministers Now; 
Trend Is Alarming 


STRATFORD, TEXAS—If current 
trends continue, the number of 
ministers in Christian Churches 
(Disciples) throughout the land 
will drop from its present 7,500 
to 4,000 by the end of the Sixties. 


Elmer D. Henson, dean of Brite 
College of the Bible, Texas Chris- 
tian University, Fort Worth, Tex., 
presented these shocking facts to 
ministers and laymen attending the 
Panhandle Convention of Christian 
Churches here. 

As causes bringing about this de- 
cline, he listed: 


1. The decreasing rural popula- 
tion from which the majority of 
ministers are drawn. 

2. Avid recruitment of intelligent 
youth by science and industry. 

3. Defamation of the ministry by 
those calling it “communist.” 


The Brite College dean also said 
parents are urging their children 
not to enter the ministry because 
they have a wrong image of it. 

According to figures released for 
the first time, Dr. Henson stated: 

“In all seminaries, 450 students 
are preparing for a ministry in the 
Christian Churches. 

“Add to this 550 undergraduate 
ministerial students along with an 
over-all, dropout of 30 per cent and 
the brotherhood shall produce only 
700 ministers in the next seven 
years. 

“This is in the face of loosing 500 
ministers a year to deaths and other 
causes.” 


At Perry, Okla. 
113 Additions 


PERRY, OKLA—First Christian 
Church here added 113 members as 
a result of a week of intensive 
visitation and a week of preaching. 

Bayne E. Driskill, executive di- 
rector of All-Church Evangelism, 
led the week of visitation. Decision 
day was Oct. 15. 

According to Earl Gibbs, minister, 
a goal of 86 had been set by the 
church during a preliminary meet- 
ing in June. 

The week following decision day 
led to a climax of the meeting with 
the preaching of Rich Perry, minis- 
ter of First Christian Church, Sand 
Springs, Okla. 

Miss Wanda Kennedy of Okla- 
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homa City sang at the services dur- 
ing the week of preaching, and on 
one evening presented a 45-minute 
concert. 


4 UN-Washington 
Seminars Scheduled 


INDIANAPOLIS—F our United Na- 
tions-Washington Seminars are 
scheduled for members of the 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) in December, January, 
February and April. 


Ministers, laymen and college and 
seminary students visited the United 
Nations for four days, Dec. 4-7, 
under the sponsorship of the Depart- 
ment of Christian Action and Com- 
munity Service of The United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society. 

They met for round-table dis- 
cussions with members of the UN 
Secretariat, specialized agencies, 
representatives of the Republic of 
Congo, Belgium, the U.S., Cuba and 
Australia, and leading church spe- 
cialists in international affairs. 

James Crain, former executive 
secretary of the department and 
originator of the UN seminars, was 
the director. 

A second seminar for ministers, 
laymen, college students and semi- 
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narians will be held on Jan. 16-19. 
The time will be divided evenly be- 
tween the UN and Washington, 
D. C., where delegates will meet 
members of Congress and state de- 
partment officials. 

An interdenominational Church- 
men’s Washington Seminar will be 
held on Feb. 27-Mar. 2, The Chris- 
tian Churches’ 29 delegates will be 
among approximately 300 people 
from 15 denominations. 

Junior and senior high school stu- 
dents and advisers from the Chris- 
tian Churches also will spend five 
days in New York and Washington, 
D. C., on April 1-6. 

The International Affairs Seminar 
for Youth will provide an oppor- 
tunity for young people to meet 
United Nations and U.S. govern- 
ment leaders and to understand 
better the current issues in national 
and international life. 

It will be sponsored jointly by 
the Department of Christian Action 
and Community Service and the De- 
partment of Christian Education of 
UCMS. Co-directors will be Rob- 
ert A. Fangmeier, executive director 
of joint program in the Department 
of Christian Action and Community 
Service, UCMS; and Charles Mills, 
a national director of youth work in 
the United Society’s Department of 
Christian Education. 





EDITOR Howard E. Short visited First Christian Church, Honolulu, on the 
first leg of his world trip which he is making in connection with his trip 
to the third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi, India. 
Dr. Short is shown (left) with George Jacobs, pastor of First Church. 
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RECOGNITION DAY was observed 
here at First Christian 
Parkersburg, W. Va., when Omer 
Snider (center), Bible school super- 
intendent, presented two 22- 
perfect attendance bars to 
Dorthy Johnston (left) and Miss 
Cross. Raymond L. Alber is minist 
of the church. 


THE LONG-AWAITED DREAM of an education unit at the 

Christian Church, Bedford, Ohio, came a big step closer 

to reality Sept. 24 when ground was broken for a $125,000 

addition to the present building. Several shovels of earth 

were turned in memory of deceased members. Raymond 

White, minister, gave the benediction. Completion is 
expected early next summer. 


NEW PARSONAGE. First 
Christian 


Church, Holden, Mo., 


recently acquired the first 
parsonage the church ever 
owned in its 96-year history. 
Valued at $17,500 the home 
has a finished 


basement which 


Pumphrey is in 


! 


MRS. HAYWOOD BENCE, Lanett, 

Ala., has been called to serve as 

part-time executive secretary of the 

Christian Women’s Fellowship for 

the Alabama Area _ Christian 
Churches. 


GROUND-BREAKING SERVICES for the first 
unit of a building program for First Chris- 
tian Church, Brunswick, Ohio, were held 
Sept. 17. Taking part in the service were 
(from left): Fred G. Block, minister; 
Herkimer Visnapuu, architect; Art Heuple, 
building chairman; Mellville Eberhart, vice- 
chairman of the board; Ernest Seifert and 
Robert Schultz, contractors. 


—Medina County Gazette Photo 


year as minister. 
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SHAWNEE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Louisville, Ky., 
burned a $25,000 mortgage as part of home- 
coming service Oct. 1. Participants in the service 
ineluded (from left): George A, Brakmeier, Jr., 
board chairman; Mrs. Edgar Pittenger, CWF presi- 
dent; Herbert Estes, trustee; Ivan Shelburne, Jr., 
ine Soe ce  aomeiie committee; 
Miss j ;,and Harry 
Colmar, religious education. 


woe ones 
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Get Workers’ Conference Programs in a New 
Format 


The Best for 
Christian Teaching 


Now in a more convenient, flexible, more usable form—the former 
Workers’ Conference Packet is a 48-page book. The materials that 
have been used so widely in packet baa in past years are brought 
together and bound in one volume. Monthly programs for workers in 
the church school are fully outlined, and guidance is provided for 
quarterly workers’ conferences. For most church schools, three copies 
are adequate for convenient use. $1.25 each. 


Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


@ HILLssBoro, ILL.—Jack E. Dorsey 
has resigned as minister here at 
First Christian Church to enter the 
US Navy Chaplains’ Corps. 


@ LINCOLN, NEB.—Willa Mae Ray 
will become director of Christian 
education here at First Christian 
Church, Jan. 1. She recently re- 
signed from a similar position at 
Webster Groves Church, St. Louis, 
Mo. 


@ GoLpsBoro, N. C.—Alvin B. 
Amos is the new minister at First 
Christian Church here. He moved 
here from Oak Ridge, Tenn., where 
he served as minister of First Chris- 
tian Church. 


@ TAMPA, FLA.—William PY 


| Weeks, associate minister and for a suggestion ee @ 


four months interim minister at 
First Christian Church here, began For the younger members of your church family .. . BETHANY WEEKLY 
duties on Dec. 1 as pastor of the new PAPERS. 
Fort Myers, Fla., Christian Church. 
Give children these wholesome weekly magazines to stimulate Christian thought and 
@ NorMan, OKLA—Don Gibson is fill their need for adventure, entertainment and information. We suggest your 
the new campus minister here at the church school include these in its budget. 


University of Oklahoma. He for- g7ToRYLAND—A four-page paper for youngsters under No. 9. Simple stories, 


merly was associate minister in pictures, prayers and devotional readings teach good deeds and right choices. 


charge of education at Central Single yearly subscription, 95 cents; 5 or more subscriptions to one address, 20 cents each per 
Church, Arkansas City, Kan. quarter. 


@ New OrLEANS, La—Richard W. JUNIOR WORLD—An eight-page story paper for boys and girls 9 to 11. Stories, 
Seateleen ts serving the o Chaties human-interest articles, educational features, biographies, pictures, prayers and devo- 


7 : tions make up each issue. 
Avenue Christian Church here as in- Saal ; 0 aa Per aii ; da = : 5 
; ie tion, $1.25; t . 
terim minister. ingle yearly subscription, or more subscriptions to one address cents each per 


quarter. 

@ KANSAS CiTy, Mo.—Charles A. 
Burkhart has recently closed his 
part-time ministry with the Bates 
| City, Mo., Christian Church where he 





has served for eight years. He is 
retiring from the active pastorate 

and is available for supply work in 
this area. 


@ McPHERSON, KAN.—R. C. Lib- 
hart began an interim ministry here 
at First Christian Church on Oct. 15. 


@ OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—George 


“4 O. Bell has resigned as minister of 
i the Capitol Hill Christian Church 
Re here. He and Mrs. Bell will make 
a; their home in Midwest City, Okla., 
‘y and he will be available for interim 


service. 














@ INDIANAPOLIS—On Oct. 1 Ben F. 
Hagelbarger began as interim min- 
ister at Third Christian Church here. 






@ KENDALLVILLE, IND.—First 
Christian Church here has called 
three new staff members. Miss Nell 
Marie Carlson began work Oct. 8 
as minister of Christian education; 
Mrs. Tom Rethlake began Nov. 1 
as choir director for adults and Criss 
Beeson is now working as director Order from CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. 
of two new choirs, high school and Louis, Missouri—BETHANY BOOKSTORES, St. Louis, Los Angeles, 
junior high. Indianapolis 
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—Musiec of Christmas 
(Continued from page 10.) 


cates found folk songs too simple 
for their taste. Holiday spirits— 
even in  cities—clamoured for 
musical expression . . . and it was 
at this time that some of 
the noblest composers fashioned 
“respectable” Christmas music. 
Bach wrote his exultant oratorio 
. .. Handel created the ‘Messiah’’ 
with its magnificent ‘Hallelujah 
Chorus.” 

No one is sure who wrote 
“Adeste Fideles’—credit is 
usually given St. Bonaventure; 
this hymn was a great favorite 
of Teddy Roosevelt. Asaac Watts 
composed “Joy to the World” in 
1719; the music we know for the 
hymn was adapted by Lowell 
Mason from Handel’s “Messiah.” 

“Away in a Manger’’ is said to 
have been inspired by Martin Lu- 
ther’s ‘From Heaven Above I 
Come to You.” Charles Wesley 
wrote “Hark! the Herald Angels 
Sing” in 1737 and several au- 
thors presumed to alter it but a 
section of Mendelssohn’s ‘“‘Festge- 
sang” was adapted in 1855 for 
the familiar musical version. 

Late last century, church 
musicians and lawmen tracked 
down carols sung throughout the 
world—and printed them for the 
enjoyment of future generations. 

The invention of the phono- 
graph in 1877 brought the music 
of Christmas into homes on re- 
cordings. Today modern stereo 
equipment has given a new di- 
mension to Christmas music. 
Hymns and carols of years long 
past are reproduced in truest 
tones through stereo achieve- 
ments. 

Caroling has become a rich 
American tradition. Community 
singing grows more popular 
every year. Thousands of Am- 
ericans belong to Christmas 
choral groups. In Santa Barbara, 
St. Louis and other cities carol- 
ers dress in the flowing red capes 
and go forth singing. Other 
Americans attend Christmas con- 
certs and musical festivals. Many 
find great enjoyment singing 
carols at home near family and 
fireside or with stereo record 
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players delivering the recorded 
harmonies of the organ, the tri- 
umphant oratorios or simple vocal 
harmonies. 

But most of all Americans at- 
tend church services where they 
are inspired, where they are re- 
minded again of the true meaning 
of Christmas through the beauti- 
ful music of Christmas. 


@® Through Christian 
Christmas Communications 


Keeping Christ 
In Christmas 


NEw YorK CITy—Over a decade 
ago, when Jesse M. Bader was 
executive director of the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism of the National 
Council of Churches, he started a 
movement to make Christ more 
central during Christmas. 

Dr. Bader, now the general secre- 
tary of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ (Disciples), with 
headquarters here, recalled his ap- 
pearance before a convention of The 
Greeting Card Association ten years 
ago. On this occasion he proposed 
to the publishers that if they would 
provide more Christian Christmas 
greeting cards for the people of 
America, he would urge church 
members across the nation to ex- 
pand the sending of appropriate and 
reverent cards to relatives and 
friends. 


- . 
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MISS MARY JOHNSON 


Johnson serves as minister. 





Classified advertisements are accepted at the rate of 
25c per word, subject to editorial approval. Minimum 
charge $5.00. 





For Sale. Send post card for list of 
Pastor’s books, many out of print. 
Alva T. Browning, 313 S. Harlan St., 


Knoxville, Iowa. 





CHRISTMAS CHIMES! FREE REC- 
ORDS! Excellent Chime Recordings. 
Hi-Fi, 3314, 12”, double-sided records. 
Albums available: Christmas Chimes, 
Christmas Organ and Chimes, Praise, 
Faith, Cathedral, Morning, Evening, 
Wedding, Easter, Patriotic, Mem- 
ories. Also Organ-Chimes: Wedding, 
Hymns. Twenty hymns on each. One 
free for every three purchased. $3.98 
each; Stereo $4.98. Postage Paid. 
Free Catalogue. CHIMES, 1818 Out- 
post Drive, Hollywood 28, California. 


Ten years ago only about ten per 
cent of the Christmas cards were 
religious in character. Recent sur- 
veys indicate that during the 1961 
Christmas season approximately 30 
per cent of the three billion cards 
going through the mails will be re- 
ligious in design and message. 

Enthusiastic about this success 
Dr. Bader recently suggested that 
“One way to appropriately cele- 
brate the birthday of Christ on 
Christmas is to send Christian 
Christmas greeting cards which 


carry the real Christmas message 
and which honor Christ.” 








ae A 
received the God and Community Award from her 
father, Herbert Johnson, at First Church of Christ, Bryan, Ohio, where Mr. 


\ 


On the left are Farrell Evans, Board chairman, 


and Mrs. Glen Mansfield, Girl Scout board member. 
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Gene Harmon Ordained 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—Gene S. 
® Harmon was ordained to the Chris- 
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tian ministry here at _ Lincoln 
Terrace Christian Church on Oct. 8, 
1961. 

Mr. Harmon, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dale Harmon of this city, is 
a senior student in the College of 
the Bible, Phillips University, Enid, 
Okla. 

Among the participants in the 
service were Dean Stephen J. Eng- 
land, Robert G. Martin and LeRoy 
Hay, all of Phillips University. 

Richard H. Chilton is pastor of 
the Lincoln Terrace Church. 

Mr. Harmon is presently serving 
as student minister for the Chris- 
tian Church in Lovell, Okla. 


RHYMES, 


/ ‘TODAY 
AND ¥ 


REASON 


There are those who always borrow woe and sadness from tomorrow, 


by Kelly O’Neall 


They are sure that stark disaster looms ahead. 

They forget that each new morning brings us strength to match its warning 
That there's light by which we're nearly always led. 

Sure, tomorrow may be shifty. Maybe you won't look so nifty. 
You may have to wear your worn-out last year's coat. 

You may get a torpid liver, and your pulse may start to quiver; 
Even death may come and clutch you by the throat. 

But today you're feeling dandy. At your job you're still quite handy. 
Your wife and kids still think you're pretty swell. 

Don't go howling for depression; giving weakness its expression. 


Live today! Tomorrow's tale let others tell! 





But there’s an easier 
way fo do it! 
Got a gift problem? Solve it. 


Give 
a gift certificate from Christian Board 
of Publication. Sure to please any- 
one! Need a special gift for a 
friend? for a relative? for your 
favorite church school teacher? for 


Truth or Consequences 
Church Is Re-Dedicated 


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES, N. M.— 


Visiting Professor 


INDIANAPOLIS—Lester G. McdAllis- 
ter, professor of Modern Church 
History here at Christian Theologi- 


Services of re-dedication were held 
here Oct. 8 for the former Assembly 
of God church building which the 
Christian Church congregation re- 
cently acquired. 

R. B. Fouts, State Secretary for 
the New Mexico Christian Mission- 
ary Society, presided. 

The dedication sermon was given 
by Lee Hobert of the Mesilla Valley 
Christian Church in Las Cruces. 


Memorials and gifts were also 


cal Seminary, has been appointed 
visiting preacher for the summer of 
1962 in the pulpit of the Renfield 
Street Church of Scotland, Glasgow. 

The congregation has been located 
in the center of downtown Glasgow 
for several centuries and is one of 
the largest churches in Scotland. 

For many years an annual ex- 
change of ministers from America 
has been arranged by the Renfield 
Street Church. 


your minister? A CBP gift certificate 
is a thoughtful gift that allows the 
receiver to select his favorite book, a 
beautiful picture, records, anything 
he wants from our big stock. It's 
the best way to give a group or class 
gift, too. Available in any amount. 
Visit the Bethany Bookstore nearest 
you or write 


Customer Service Department 
Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179—St. Louis, 66, Mo. 





recognized: west picture window of 
stained glass in the vestibule, given 
by Mrs. W. J. Harding as a me- 
morial to her mother, Cora Thorp 
Mohr; east picture window in vesti- 
bule, given by Mrs. A. L. Jackson 
as a memorial to her husband, A. L. 
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OF GOD'S WORD EVERY DAY 


.». $0 needful for counsel, inspiration and 
comfort in these restless and uncertain 
times! An effective testimony in the home to 


The favorite in thou- 
sands of American homes 
for nearly a half century. 


: . the depth of your faith. 14 religious art repro- 
ee a a be bee dictions ta tie ele: Full 16 
iven alter ar ° as pages. 
. : a bell in th oe a Single copy 45c Church imprints at slight Size—9% 
Cruces; e bell in e tower given 3copies $ 1.25 additional cost. Mini- by 16 in. 
by A. L. Gordon and the Santa Fe 12copies 4.50 — quantity 50. No Front cover 
: ‘ : 25copies 7.75 business imprints ac- features 
Railroad; and cushions for the pews SO copies 15.00 cepted. canned 
were given by Mr. and Mrs. L. R. 100 copies 27.00 hii adn Caan hs Samaria and 
s . : be 8 oO sé se rs twe A&- 
Douglas of Abilene, Texas. Many ‘uncon ani an sortment of Scripture Text Christmas = - 
other love gifts were given to this and Everyday Cards. a 
congregation upon this occasion. ORDER Messenger Calendars and Cards through your Christ in 
a : denominational publishing house or Christian bookstore. the Garden. 
Special music was presented by Suitable 
Mrs. Lee Hobert of “Las Cruces, seh ceethetietidhaedeeahiednedhchcheleethchidtctalihaedhd for framing. 


Jeryl Clark and Linda Stanley. AUBURN, INDIANA 
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OT MANY preachers are inter- 

ested in stocks and bonds. We 
provide little means for them to 
“play the markets.” But some of 
our lay folks seem to follow the 
financial pages more closely than 
they do their church papers, much 
to their loss. 

So let’s borrow some Wall Street 
nomenclature. Common stocks may 
roughly be placed in three classi- 
fications: 


@ INCOME STOCKS, sometimes re- 
ferred to as “blue-chip stocks.” 
These are well-seasoned companies, 
adjusted to the ebbs and flows of 
economic currents. Because they 
are stable they are high priced and 
have low yields. The conservative 
investor puts these away and sleeps 
soundly. On the other hand he 
expects no windfalls. 

We thank the good Lord that 
there are many “blue-chip” church- 
es, well established and sure to meet 
their quotas. New residents flock 
to these churches as safe and not 
too demanding. When a pulpit is 
vacant the committee is flooded 
with applications. It is human for 
pastors to look toward churches 
which are sure to stay and prosper. 

Also we are grateful for the host 
of “blue-chip” members who in and 
out of season are on the job, “pillars 
of the church” we call them though 
pillars usually support the status 
quo and go nowhere. 


@ CYCLICAL STOCKS are based on 
companies whose volume and earn- 
ings fluctuate drastically from peaks 
of prosperity to depths of depres- 
sion, 

Some churches have great ingath- 
erings, then equally great out- 
goings. Changes of pastors or lead- 
ership bring violent reactions. Of 
course we know of “cyclical” 
members who blow hot then cold, 
and usually at the most inopportune 
time. The cyclical church and 
cyclical members are here to be 
used and to be served but they are 
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Just Among Us Lay Folks 


by Carl R. Brown 


a Growth Stocks in the Kingdom 


hardly material for the cornerstones 
of the Kingdom. 


@ GROWTH STOCKS. These are 
companies, basically sound, with 
conscientious leadership, aggressive 
research and long-range planning. 
They may not as yet have proven 
their worth, or even paid dividends. 
The timid investor may pass these 
up for more immediate returns. 
But smart buyers may see here 
great potentials, accept a “calcu- 
lated risk” and in the tong run 
make a fortune. 

Let’s look at some _ possible 
“growth stocks” in the Kingdom. 


yr In the far corner of your 
county may be some acreage, too 
expensive to farm and serving no 
immediate purpose. But the super- 
market scouts are circling it on 
their maps and developers are 
laying plans. Many such fields of 
waving grain a few years back are 
now white unto their spiritual har- 
vests as population tides sweep 
around them. Perhaps your well- 
established metropolitan church 
should take on the project of plant- 
ing a church to meet the needs of 
tomorrow. 


% In the inner city belt of your 
community is perhaps a church that 
has served gloriously for a century 
or more. Just now many families 
are moving away, attendance is slip- 
ping and the budget is limping. Yet 
the area is teeming with those who 
need spiritual help even more than 
relief. When the pulpit is vacant 
few are those who apply. In- 
migrants are hesitant. In both cases 
security outweighs the challenge for 
service. 

In a recent booklet Christian 
Churches for New Times, Arthur J. 
Stanley vividly describes several 
churches in their period of tran- 
sition and what can be and is being 
done to help. You as a member of 
such a congregation, working with 
local, state and national agencies, 





can see in this church a growth 
structure, not only saving it from 
decay but making it a bulwark of 
strength for future generations. 


% Individuals may be of growth 
stock also. 

Many years ago, a_ kindly, 
thoughtful lady offered vocal train- 
ing to Rosa Page. At that time 
her stock, I presume, was at a rec- 
ord low, a girl of humble back- 
ground in one of our Mission Insti- 
tutes. Hardly could this sponsor 
envision Rosa Page Welch as con- 
cert soloist, covention song leader, 
International Ambassador of good 
will, and now missionary to Nigeria. 
What a growth investment this 
turned out to be! 

When Emory Ross held conversa- 
tions with Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Mellon, 
Jr., he may have recognized in them 
“blue-chips” socially and economi- 
cally, but surely they had no ear- 
marks of medical missionaries. 
Today the Albert Schweitzer Hos- 
pital in the back country of Haiti, 
costing several millions, has served 
over 45,000 persons, a monumental 
gift to mankind, a fabulous growth 
stock in Christian dedication. 

Surely in your church or com- 
munity are opportunities. A timid 
lad, maybe unruly and troublesome. 
Many of our best pastors had that 
reputation as youngsters. Or a 
newly-wed couple needs a tie to 
some responsible task. Or a way- 
ward girl needs to be restored to 
social standing. “Acres of Dia- 
monds” in our back yards, fortunes 
to be added to the Kingdom. 

Peter was probably a “blue-chip” 
fisherman, but “most unlikely” as a 
world leader. Yet Jesus staked his 
ministry on this “rolling stone” and 
men like him—pretty good examples 
of growth stocks in the Kingdom. 


FIRST BORN 
Carrie Voiers 
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Relax 


Wives soon learn that they 


have to take many things for 


grunted. 


JACK HERBERT IN QUOTE 


RETURNS 


A woman rushed up to the 
exchange desk in a large de- 
partment store. 

“Can I exchange this un- 
breakable doll here?” she 
asked the clerk. 

“Yes,” was the reply, “but 
what is wrong with it?” 

“Nothing,” said the frantic 
lady. “My baby has broken 


every breakable thing in the 
house with it.” 


A PENNY, INDEED 


Inflation’s steady rise has 
brought 

To cash a steady sink, 

And so today a penny thought 
Would scarcely be a think. 


FLORENCE PEDIGO 
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PERSPECTIVE 
ON MAN 


Literature and the 
Christian Tradition 


By ROLAND MUSHAT FRYE. A 
brilliant study of the ways in 
which both religion and serious 
literature treat history and con- 
vey truth. $4.50 


PAUL AND HIS 
PREDECESSORS 


By ARCHIBALD M. Hunter. Did 
Paul really create, single-handed, 
what is called “Pauline” Chris- 
tianity? Here is a convincing 
demonstration that his theology 
is not radically different from 
that of the Christians who came 
before him. $3.00 


Now at your bookstore 


Books Received 


SACRAMENTS: A LANGUAGE OF FAITH. By 
Kending Brubaker Cully. The Christian Education 
Press. 83 pages. $2. 

ON CALL: DEACONESSES ACROSS THE WORLD. 
By Catherine Herzel. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 
Inc. 121 pages. $2.75. 

A SURVEY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. By W. W. 
— Philosophical Library, Inc. 302 pages. 


THE INFIDEL: FREETHOUGHT AND AMERICAN 
RELIGION. By Martin E. Marty. The World 
Publishing Company. 224 pages. $1.45 (Paper). 
THE VARIETIES OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. By 
William James. New Introduction by Reinhold 
Niebuhr. Collier Books. 416 pages. $.95 (Paper). 
THE ELEMENTARY FORMS OF THE RELIGIOUS 
LIFE. By Emile Durkheim. Collier Books. 
pages. $.95 (Paper). 

DIALOGUE AND DESTINY. By Albert Edward Day. 
Harper and Brothers. 192 pages. $3.50. 


THE ANCIENT LIBRARY OF QUMRAN. By Frank 


LUTHER’S WORKS: 


THE PASTOR 
The Man and His Ministry 


By ILIoN T. JoNEs. A new ap- 
plication of New Testament 
standards to the life of the min- 
ister, helping to conquer the per- 
sonal difficulties which often be- 
set him. $3.50 


PERSONAL 
DEVOTIONS FOR 
PASTORS 


Edited by WILLIAM B. WILLIAM- 
SON. This unique prayerbook — 
which contains both traditional 
devotions and original prayers 
written by the editor—is designed 
to serve the spiritual needs of 
the minister himself. $3.50 


THE OLD 
TESTAMENT IN 
CHRISTIAN PREACHING 


By LAwRENCE E. ToomMBs. How 
the parish minister can use the 
results of modern Old Testament 
research to enrich his sermons. 

$3.95 
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Moore Cross, Jr. Doubleday and Company, Inc. 
pages. $1.25 (Paper). 

THE COMING LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
Benson. The American Press. 77 pages. $2.50. 
ECHOES FROM THE PAST WITH EMPHASIS ON 
MATTERS OF CHURCH. By William Berneking. 
Greenwich Book Publishers. 154 pages. $2.95. 


WORD AND SACRAMENT, Ill, 
Vol. 37. Edited and Translated by Robert H. 
Fischer. Muhlenberg Press. 406 pages. $5. 
TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ 
NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Edited by Frank S. Mead. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 384 pages. $2.95. 

A BOOK OF CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY. 
Victor E. Beck and Paul M. Lindberg. 
Augustana Press. 229 pages. $3. 

BORN FREE. By Joy Adamson. Macfadden Publi- 
cations, Inc. 221 pages. $.75 (Paper). 
THE OLD FARMER’S 1962 ALMANAC. 
E. Thomas. Yankee, Inc. 96 pages. $.35 (paper). 
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By Hamar 


GUIDE TO THE INTER- 
LESSONS—1962. 


By Robert 












The Scottish School 


The Story of Scottish Philosophy. 
By Daniel Sommer Robinson. Ex- 
position Press. 290 pages. $4.50. 


Every member of the Christian 
Churches who has done any reading 
or even a little listening, has heard 
about the Scottish philosophers. It 
is high time someone gave us more 
information, in a form that any 
cultured churchman can read. Dr. 
Robinson, having lived with these 
eighteenth and nineteenth century 
thinkers during half the twentieth 
century, knew just how to put their 
writings in the most readable form. 

After ten years as head of the de- 
partment of philosophy at Indiana 
University and eight years as direc- 
tor of the School of Philosophy at 
the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, Dr. Robinson was visiting 
professor at Bethany College on the 
John Hay Whitney Foundation, in 
1954-55. At that time his in- 
terest began to focus on the nine 
thinkers whose works are extracted 
in this book. 

The “supplementary essay” as the 
author’s introduction is called here, 
is quite interesting. Here you learn 
what he thinks about those whose 
work he is recording. The _ best 
paragraph says: ‘Today the dialec- 
tical wheel has been given a new 
whirl, and those who are in the 
operator’s seat are even more con- 
fident than were their predecessors 
that they have found the true 
method of philosophizing, if not the 
true philosophy. Logical positivists 
and _ philosophical analysts are 
clamoring for and claiming the as- 
cendance in the domain of phi- 
losophy, and _  neo-orthodox and 
utopian theologians in that of Prot- 
estant theology. The confident 
leaders of these contemporary phil- 
osophical and _ theological move- 
ments will find much to support 
their contentions in the writings of 
the Scottish philosophers.” 

Those whose works are included 
are: Francis Hutcheson, David 
Hume, Adam Smith, Thomas Reid, 
Dugald Stewart, Thomas Brown, 
Sir William Hamilton, James Fred- 
erick Ferrier and James McCosh. 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Those who know the Campbells well 
will look for the source of some of 
their philosophical thought in these 
men.—H. E. S. 


For Scholar and Layman 


The Revelation of John (2 volumes). 
Edited by William Barclay. The 
Westminster Press. 231 and 297 
pages. $2.50 each. 


These two volumes on Revelation 
are two very important additions 
to the Daily Study Bible series, pro- 
jected in Scotland and published in 
America by the Westminster Press. 
This series is intended to make 
available to the non-technical read- 
er an understanding of the New 
Testament in a form that does not 
require a theological education as 
prerequisite. But, as is quite com- 
monly the case in such a project, 
these volumes are as valuable for 
the scholar as for the layman. 


One of the advantages of this 
series is the size of each volume, 
small, really of pocket size. 


The exciting feature, however, of 
this two volume-work, is the superb 
scholarship which has gone into its 
production. The size should in no 
way be allowed to detract from the 
importance of this commentary. The 
best of the great standard works of 
Charles, Swete, Beckwith, Moffatt, 
Scott, Kiddle and many others 
make up this work. But it is no 
hodge-podge, or compendium of 
quotations. 

Barclay is a master in this field 
and writes with authority and sim- 
plicity. This work is standard and 
is not marred by tangential flights 
of speculation. The author pays his 
respect to an American work by T. 
S. Kepler, The Book of Revelation, 
1957, as being “by far the best 
English commentary on the Revela- 
tion.” Barclay’s work is worthy of 
this kind of praise along with 
Kepler, even though for both it is 
somewhat of an overstatement. The 
merit of each is brevity, simplicity, 
adequacy, and_ scholarship. This 
set could prove to be invaluable for 
study groups, students and busy pas- 
tors.—S. MARION SMITH. 


Books for Christmas 


My Favorite Christmas Story. By 
Roy Rogers with Frank S. Mead. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 64 
pages. $1.50. 


In a strangely moving way, Roy 
Rogers uses phrases from the Christ- 
mas accounts to express his convic- 
tion that we keep Christmas today 
because Jesus is King of the human 
heart. The writer appeals to all 
his readers to stand and worship at 
the manger; to let Christmas be a 
time of changing, rather than one 
of spending; to let the Child be 
born in their hearts.—J. B. C, 


The Days of Christ’s Coming. 
By Dorothy L. Sayers. Harper and 
Brothers, New York. Unpaged. $1.50. 


In this book, the author tells the 
familiar Christmas story in her own 
words. The reader once again 
hears Caesar Augustus’ orders for 
the census. He journeys with Mary 
and Joseph to Bethlehem and 
suffers with them as they search for 
lodgings. He is with the shepherds 
on the hillside as the angel tells of 
the birth of the Savior. He sees 
the wise men as they journey in 
search of the new King. He learns 
of Herod’s trickery, and travels 
with the Holy Family as they seek 
refuge in Egypt.—J. B. C. 


1962 Lesson Annual 


1962 International Lesson Annual. 
Published by Abingdon. 448 pages. 
$2.95. 


Now in its seventh year, the In- 
ternational Lesson Annual _ has 
rapidly become one of the more 
popular of all commentaries on 
church school lessons. Charles M. 
Laymon serves as editor and has 
written the unit introductions. 

For each Sunday in 1962 this an- 
nual provides the following helps: 
The Scripture, both King James and 
Revised Standard versions, print- 
ed in parallel columns; an explana- 
tion of the Bible texts; an applica- 
tion of each lesson; and teaching 
suggestions. In addition there are 
daily Bible readings and a series of 
articles for special days.—R. E. B. 
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Sponsored by the Christian Literature Commission 


Love Is a Spendthrift 
by Paul Scherer 


Selected and reviewed by Mrs. 
A. V. Jones, member of First Chris- 
tian Church, Albany Texas; Dis- 
trict XII CWF Secretary; church 
school teacher; and member of 
church choir. 


The book jacket describes Love Is 
a Spendthrift as a book of medita- 
tions. It is not, however, a soothing 
syrup type of devotional. True, this 
collection of religious thoughts can 
be most satisfying, but don’t draw 
up a rocking chair and get too 
comfortable because Dr. Scherer 
will give every reader a mental 
shake now and then designed to 
waken us from our spiritual leth- 
argy. 

So many books on _ devotional 
themes seem to be geared toward 
woman’s thoughts and needs; but 
men, as well as young people, will 
find this study powerful and chal- 
lenging. 

From his wide experience as a 
teacher and preacher and from his 
vast knowledge of the Bible, our 
author has selected vital and inter- 
esting material—then organized it 
into daily study and meditation. For 
each Sunday of the year and for 
special observances he has shared 
with us a beautiful prayer that we 
can make a part of our own prayer 
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The Story Of 
Scottish Philosophy 


A compendium of selections from the writings of 
nine pre-eminent Scottish philosophers, 


DANIEL SOMMER ROBINSON 


You can Order from the Nearest 


Bethany Bookstore 


2652 Pine Blvd. 222 S$. Downey Ave. 3114 Los Feliz Blvd. 
St. Louis 3, Mo. Indianapolis 7, Ind. Los Angeles, Calif. 





CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 


life. 

Such picturesque phrases _ as, 
“pigmy planet,’ “hell bent for 
heaven,” “un-sleeping providence,” 
“disturbing gospel” keep us con- 
stantly alerted and our imagination 
stretched. 

This reviewer has the feeling that 
Dr. Scherer’s supreme desire was to 
make Christ live for us and to in- 
spire us to live for Christ. 

Love Is a Spendthrift, 225 pages, 
by Paul Scherer, is published by 
Harper & Brothers, New York. 
Price $3.75. The book is available 
from the Christian Board of Publi- 
cation, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Wm. A. Cook Ordained 


FALLS CHURCH, VA—William A. 
Cook, who graduated with the 1961 
class of The College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Ky., was ordained here 
at First Christian Church, 

The host pastor, James Clayton 
Pippin, gave the statement and wel- 
come and presented the candidate 
for the ordination. 

The sermon was given by Robert 
E. Kirkman, minister of Edenside 
Christian Church, Louisville, Ky. 

Mr. Cook has accepted the call to 
serve as minister of the Lynwood 
Christian Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 






with biographical essays 


108835 $4.50 


“... All of us would do well to 
have a fresh look at Hume and 
McCosh, Hutcheson and Stewart, 
and the perennial Adam Smith, as 
we attempt to think anew of the 
goals and principles of the Ameri- 
can way of life.” —PERRY E. 
GRESHAM, President, Bethany 
College. 


KEGEL 
RELIGION 
= 


The 
Story 
of 
Confederate 
Chaplains 





BY HERMAN A. NORTON 


This exciting story of the Confederate 
soldier-preachers is as colorful and in- 
teresting as the Civil War itself. It is 
richly illustrated’ and contains a com- 
plete list of those who served. 10R395, 
$2.75 


Heritage 


(@ 
Destiny 


An American Religious 
Movement Looks Ahead 


BY WINFRED GARRISON 


Dr. Garrison interprets the past and pres- 
ent history of Disciples of Christ and 
takes a look at the probable future course 
of the movement. 10H501, $3.50 








Compend of 
ALEXANDER CAMPBELLS 
Theology 


edited by ROYAL HUMBERT 


This is the first concise, systematized col- 
lection of this great religious thinker’s 
theological writings. 10C863, $4.00 
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No Room for “If’’ 


Editor, The Christian: 


In your edition of Sept. 3, 1961, 
appears a letter from Bryant Griffin 
that should be answered. Let us 
begin with the end of Mr. Griffin’s 
letter. “No man can admit or re- 
fuse membership in the Church of 
God.” Exactly right... 

No, men and women cannot 
spcify the membership of the Body 
of Christ. They can limit their 
membership to Christians, and, if 
they do, they must of necessity ex- 
amine the Christianity of anyone 
who applies for membership ... 

Mr. Griffin asks, “Is it not better 
a man to be immersed .. . if he 
comes to so. believe?” Brother 
Griffin, if you are at all familiar 
with the New Testament you know 
there is no room for such an “‘if.” 

Mr. Griffin asks, “What did I gain 
by becoming a Southern Christian 
Church member?” Brother, you 
gained nothing at all. But if you 
become a member of the Body of 
Christ by following the rules laid 
down by Christ and his apostles you 
will gain much.—C. H. BRISBIN, 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Membership Convictions 


Editor, The Christian: 

The article by Don Albright “Dear 
Prospective Member:” (August 13, 
1961) is, without doubt, an able 
presentation of the author’s con- 
viction about baptism. Certainly, I 
would commend his right to such a 
vigorous defense of his convictions 
with some of which I find myself in 
agreement. 

If the great need of our day is 
to prove to the world that we Dis- 
ciples of Christ have been right in 
our practice of immersion as bap- 
tism and that certain of our chur- 
ches have been right in denying 
membership to the unimmersed 
then we can shout our approval of 
Mr. Albright’s article. 

If, on the other hand, the great 
need of our day is help persons to 
a closer walk with God so that they 
may become mature Christians then, 
I believe, we must question Mr. Al- 
bright’s sectarian approach. Agree- 
ment is most usually achieved by 
demanding requirements. Indeed, I 
have been haunted throughout my 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 


ministry by Acts 2:47, “And the 
Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved.” 
Can it be that with our “require- 
ments” and our “church rolls” and 
our “judgments” we have been add- 
ing those whom the Lord has not 
added? 

Can it be that (perish the 
thought) we have refused to accept 
into our congregations those whom 
the Lord has already added to his 
Church ?—LyYLE V. NEWMAN, Youngs- 
town, Ohio. 


Paucity Illustrated 


Editor, The Christian: 


The article, “Dear Prospective 
Member:” by Don Albright (in the 
August 13, 1961, issue of The Chris- 
tian) is a deplorable example of the 
paucity of what he terms “our wit- 
ness.” 


It is deplorable because it so well 
represents the position of too many 
Disciple congregations. Implicity 
this emphasis says that “our wit- 
ness” is to immersion, not to Jesus 
CRTC Ss cae 


If the “witness” described in this 
article is “our greatest contribu- 
tion’? to the ecumenical church, we 
had better forget our efforts toward 
the United Church of Christ or any 
other body of believers and pray 
for divine forgiveness for even ex- 
isting. We will have to watch 
church unity from the outside.— 
NED C. GILLUM, Pontiac, III. 


For Freedom 


Editor, The Christian: 


Thank you for enclosing Don Al- 
bright’s article entitled “Dear Pro- 
spective Member:” in the August 13 
issue of The Christian. Don pre- 
sents a point of view held by many 
of us in the “cooperative” work. I 
trust that you will always have an 
open page for this conservative 
position to be expressed in clear, 
well-chosen words... . 

Should the day come that the Dis- 
ciples become a part of the United 
Church, I trust that there will be 
the freedom for local congregations 
to insist upon immersion.—PAUL A. 
REMICK, Lemoyne, Pa. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: If there isn’t, it 
won't be a very big union. 


——— 


Letters ... 


Witness in Love 


Editor, The Christian: 


Thank you for the excellent arti- 
cle in the August 13, 1961, issue, 
“Dear Prospective Member:” by Don 
Albright. I am thankful that you 
are willing to print both sides of 
this issue.... 

I especially appreciated the 
thought that even though one holds 
firmly to immersion, he still can 
have love for those differing from 
his position. I meet people every 
day that I disagree with, but I 
love them. Don Albright has lov- 
ingly, but firmly, set forth a witness 
that we must not lose.—JOHN D. 
KING, San Diego, California. 


Collector 
Editor, The Christian: 


Kids say the funniest things at 
church. For example, I experienced 
this one: 


Minister: ‘Where’s your father 
today, son?” 
Boy: “Dad said he could sleep 


more comfortably at home.” 

I am making a collection of such 
remarks and would appreciate it if 
pastors and teachers would send me 
those they hear.—JAMES E. FARRELL, 
First Christian Church, 1008 Ni- 
agara Avenue, Niagara Falls, New 
York. 


Contacts Afar 


Editor, The Christian: 


I send this brief note together 
with the draft renewing my sub- 
scription for another year, to ex- 
press appreciation of the splendid 
service you give through the pub- 
lication of The Christian. One 
values greatly the quality of the 
features, the editorials and the 
Bible studies, which seem only to 
improve as they continue. It is 
also very precious to me, and to 
other readers in New Zealand, to 
be kept so much in touch with the 
thought and activities of our Bro- 
therhood in your great country. 
Also the general-news coverage of 
the religious world is interesting 
and often useful. 

We look back with pleasure on 
our sojourn in your city and coun- 
try, and therefore value the more 
highly this point of continuing con- 
tact through The Christian. May 
God’s blessing rest on your labours 
and lead your purposes.—E. Ray 
VICKERY, Lower Hutt, New Zealand 
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Obituaries 


Albert A. Millican 


Albert A. Millican, 79, for nearly 50 years a 
minister in the Christian Churches, died Oct. 25, in 
Salem, lll. He had lived in Salem since 1934, when 
he became pastor of the Christian Church there. 

Mr. Millican, elder emeritus of Central Church, 
Salem, served several churches in Illinois, with his 
longest ministry at Second Church, Danville. He was 
ordained at Lovell’s Grove Christian Church in 1913. 

He held two Indiana pastorates: at Fortville and 
Warsaw. — the latter, he was president of the 
Ministerial Alliance and led the churches in a revival 
which resulted in 100 additions, with 50 uniting with 
the Christian Church. 

Surviving are a son, five daughters and several grand- 
children. Mrs. Millican died in 1957. 

Mr. Millican was awarded the brotherhood’s ‘‘hon- 
ored minister’ gold pin by Central Church, Salem. 


Owen W. Reece 


Owen W. Reece, retired Christian Churches minister, 
died Sept. 16 in Oklahoma City, Okla., following an 
illness of about two months. 





“/he 
Continuing Luest 


God seeking man— 


Born in Effingham, Kan., he attended Phillips Uni- 
versity, Enid, Okla., and preached his first sermon at 
Crescent, Okla, in 1919. Since retirement he and 
Mrs. Reece have been making their home in Edmond, 
Okla., and have assisted several churches with evange- 
listic meetings and interim work. 

Among the pastorates Mr. Reece served were the 
following: First Church, Liberal, Kan.; First Church, 
Edmond, Okla.; First Church, Elk City, Okla.; First 
Church, Corsicana, Tex.; First Church, Sayre, Okla.; 
First Church, Apache, Okla.; First Church, Crescent, 
Okla.; and several interim - ministerles. 

Survivors include his widow of the home; two daugh- 
ters, Mrs. R. E. Dillman, Tulsa, Okla., Mrs. Hilton 
Lewis, Springdale, Ark., a son, Bill Reece who is 
pastor at First Church, Shawnee, Okla.; and two 
brothers, Ira of Horton, Kan., and Roy of Pryor, Okla. 


Hendrik Van Der Marel 


Hendrik Van Der Marel, age 30, died on Oct. 4. 

He had served the new United Christian Church, 
Country Club Hills, Ul., as chairman of the member- 
ship department, Sunday school teacher, an elder and 
as chairman of the official board. Mr. Van Der Marel 
is survived by his wife, Janet, and two girls, Jeanne, 
six, and Carol, four. Memorial funds are being estab- 
lished for use in the first unit to be started in the 
spring by the new congregation. 


—man seeking God. 


Answered by the good news of 


Christmas. 


Help sustain those who proclaim 


this good news 


at home and around the world 


through a 


Pension Fund Gift Annuity. 


for information write 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
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Comprehensive 


MEN’S 
WORK 


“Men's Work" is a term used 
to describe the program which 
has as its aim the spiritual de- 
velopment and growth of every 
man, that each may better help 
fulfill the mission of the church. 
the result will be evident in the 
lives of individual men and in 
the strengthening of the church. 


The full enlistment and partici- 
pation of all men of the church, 
not just a few, has been the 
goal of the program of Men's 
Work in the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ). The major 
aim has been to reach and in- 
fluence the largest possible 
number of men in a program 
of spiritual development and 
activity in the total task of the 
church. 


Out of the trials, errors, and 
successes of ministers and lead- 
ers of Men's Work has come a 
more effective method of or- 
ganizing men to meet the need 
of fuller participation. 


The comprehensive manual on 
men's work has been designed 
to help with this CMF program. 
It outlines the new and im- 
proved plan of organization 
and provides an improved 
channel of ideas from church to 
church, helping the total pro- 
gram and organization of the 
brotherhood on all levels of 
church life 


Loose leaf—beautiful, perma- 
nent binder. 


93A834 ... . . $3.00 


order from 
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QUESTION: In your August 27 
column you said a _ minister 
should make 1,000 completed 
house calls per year. Are there 
exceptions to this rule? 


ANSWER: Yes there are sever- 
al. The only rule that I know 
that has no exceptions is the one, 
“Every rule has exceptions to 
prove it.” 

The minister of a large church 
with no staff cannot possibly 
make that number. He is prob- 
ably working 80 or more hours 
per week as it is. He does not 
have the strength to make 1,000 
calls, completed calls. It would 
not be fair to his family to ask 
him to do it. It certainly would 
be unwise for him to neglect his 
study and sermon preparation to 
do it. If he did he would not 
long have a large church. 

When a church has 500 or 
more members and only one min- 
ister, he cannot do this if he is 
administering a full program. 

On the other extreme, a minis- 
ter of a church of 100 members 
would not need to make that 
number of calls. He would have 
about 35 families and they would 
not want him to call as often as 
1,000 calls would require. But 
he has a good opportunity to call 
on prospective members. He 
would do well to do this and 
make up the 1,000 calls. This I 
strongly recommend. 

Many of our urban churches 
find that calling means the pas- 
tor has to travel 10 to 20 miles, 
and sometimes more, to call on 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent to: The Editor, THE 
CHRISTIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 


Chester A. Sillars 


one family. If he has several 
families this distance he could 
not be expected to make so many 
calls. 

Another exception is the pastor 
who is on a small salary and 
has no expense account. He can- 
not afford to run his car all over 
creation making calls. In fact 
he may not be able to afford a 
car, if the truth is known. 

A church that cannot or will 
not pay for pastoral calling by 
means of a car allowance should 
not ask a minister to pay for 
this service he renders to the 
congregation. It is not fair. 

Obviously we would not expect 
a student pastor to make this 
number of calls. He usually does 
not have the time or money. 

I feel that in a church of 200 
to 500 members a pastor should 
make close to one thousand calls. 
I repeat that as a state secretary, 
one of the frequent complaints 
I receive is that pastors are not 
doing their calling. 

I know that this is not a happy 
experience for some ministers. 
It seems a waste of time to make 
“social” calls to pep up the Sun- 
day attendance. It is not so. 
One gets better acquainted with 
his congregation even over a cup 
of tea. It will be reflected in 
sermons that come from the pul- 
pit. 

The ministry deals with the 
eternal truth of God. Ideas are 
important. People are more im- 
portant and one ministers to 
people. Calls are more important 
than many ministers realize. 

May I be bold enough to offer 
a second suggestion rather than 
hold unfalteringly to the rule of 
1,000 completed calls? Let the 


minister work out a daily sched- 
ule. Most successful ministers 
do this. In his daily program 
let him allot so many hours a day 
to calling. Let us say, by way 
of illustration, that he plans to 
call four afternoons per week. 
(He has Monday off and should 
be in his study, I think, on Satur- 
day afternoon.) 

He then has 16 hours for call- 
ing. Let him fill these hours 
well and he will do a good job. 
Some afternoons he will have 
funerals and weddings and emer- 
gency calls. Even so, he will do 
a good job of calling. He should 
not be expected to call every 
night. He has meetings and has 
worked all day and can not call 
every night. In some cases eve- 
ning calls are more productive 
because a family will be together, 
home from school and work. 

With 16 hours for calling, 20 
for sermon preparation, many for 
administration and church mem- 
bership classes and committee 
meetings, and civic affairs, he’ll 
earn his bread. 


Church 








